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January 19, 2016 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
We are pleased to announce the CILER-GLERL Long-Term Great Lakes Fellowship Program opportunity 
for the 2016-2017 academic year. 
 
The University of Michigan’s Cooperative Institute for Limnology and Ecosystems Research (CILER) and 
NOAA’s Great Lakes Environmental Research Laboratory (GLERL) are offering a year-long (9-12 months) 
fellowship at the graduate student level. The goals of this program are: 1) to increase training and 
educational opportunities for students in Great Lakes research; 2) to enhance academic and NOAA 
collaborations to improve research effectiveness; and 3) to increase student retention within the 
freshwater aquatic sciences. 
 
We are soliciting your interest in this program, which requires faculty researchers to submit a potential 
project or area of research that could be offered to the student fellow. Please consider submitting a 
short proposal, using the guidelines below. 
 
The fellowship is funded by NOAA-GLERL and administered by CILER. Fellowships will only be offered to 
active graduate students (MS or PhD).  The fellowship will provide $25,000 for twelve months (pro-rated 
for shorter periods), with possible renewal for a second year under re-competition within the program. 
There is a required level of direct interaction with a NOAA-GLERL or CILER scientist, including face-to face 
meetings within the first 6 months and a final presentation to be given at GLERL at the end of the 
fellowship. Externally-supported (full or partial) positions by our Consortium University Partners will 
also be considered, if appropriate to administer within the Great Lakes Fellowship program. 
 
There are two possible fellowship models: 
 

• Nine months at a CILER-Consortium University with a three-month summer component at a NOAA 
facility, either GLERL in Ann Arbor, MI or the Lake Michigan Field Station in Muskegon, MI.  This 
model requires split mentoring roles, with an on-site university scientist as the lead mentor, and a 
NOAA-GLERL or CILER scientist as the primary summer mentor. 

 

• Twelve months at a CILER-Consortium University, with dual mentoring by the on-site university 
scientist as the lead mentor, and a NOAA-GLERL or CILER scientist as a co-mentor. 

 
The fellowship project should address CILER’s research themes. These themes are broad in scope, so 
research projects may cross over two or more themes: 

Theme I: Great Lakes Observing and Forecasting  
Theme II:    Invasive Species 
Theme III:  Protection and Restoration of Ecosystem Services: Linking to Human 

Dimensions  
Theme IV:  Ecological Risk Assessment 
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Long-term Great Lakes Fellowship Application Process 
 
Proposals should be completed within three pages. Please include the following sections and 
information: 
 

• An Introduction providing background research on the topic, with question(s) to address 
related to CILER’s research themes. 

• List the objectives to be completed in either the 9- or 12-month appointment period. 
• Describe the study approach and specific methods that will be used to complete the work. 
• Describe anticipated results and their significance to ongoing and/or future work related to 

CILER’s research themes. 
• Identify both the university lead mentor and potential NOAA-GLERL or CILER mentor, and 

describe plans to ensure active collaboration between the student, faculty mentor and NOAA 
or CILER mentor. 

 
Proposals will be judged on:  1) how well the research questions address CILER’s themes, 2) the 
scientific merit of the work and how it will advance CILER and GLERL research programs, 3) how 
reasonable the timeframe is to complete the stated objectives, 4) the level of commitment to the dual 
mentorship of the student and student training, and 5) the planned and potential future level of 
collaboration. 
 
Proposals may be submitted when completed, up to the final deadline of 5 pm ET on Monday, 
February 29,  2016. 
 
Please send your proposals and inquiries to:  Tom Johengen (johengen@umich.edu) and Mary Ogdahl 
(ogdahlm@umich.edu). 
 
Proposals will be reviewed by CILER-GLERL leadership, and then vetted through members of the CILER 
Management Council (not collaborating on submitted proposals) for final selection. CILER will announce 
the final decisions by March 25, 2016. Funding for the position will be sub-contracted by CILER to the 
host university of the selected PI. The sub-contract should be established in time to allow activities to 
start in the summer of 2016, or could be used to help recruit graduate students starting in Fall 2016. 
 
Thank you for your interest in the program. We look forward to supporting this student opportunity 
and collaborative Great Lakes research programs. 
 
 
 

 
 
Associate Director, CILER  
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johengen@umich.edu 
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