
 
 
 

 
 
January 19, 2016 

Dear Colleagues: 

Through Congressionally-directed funding, the University of Michigan’s Cooperative Institute for 
Limnology and Ecosystems Research (CILER), in collaboration with NOAA’s Great Lakes Environmental 
Research Laboratory (GLERL), is soliciting proposals from CILER-Consortium Universities for support of 
an 18-month CILER-GLERL Postdoctoral Fellowship. The goals of this program are to 1) expand research 
training opportunities for postdoctoral scientists and 2) to enhance academic and NOAA collaborations 
to improve research effectiveness. 

We are asking Consortium-affiliated faculty researchers to submit a potential project, related to the 
general area of research defined below, that could be offered to a postdoctoral fellow. Please consider 
submitting a short proposal, using the guidelines below. 

Project Description 
The CILER-GLERL Postdoctoral Fellow will work on a project to improve coastal sustainability and 
resilience, and better prepare coastal communities to make smart land-use decisions which will reduce 
watershed impacts on coastal and Great Lakes environments. In particular, we are looking for a project 
that will develop or incorporate a three-dimensional hydrodynamic model that can be linked to a 
watershed model to help evaluate the impacts of land use practices or restoration activities on 
associated receiving water bodies and their beneficial uses. 
 
A total of $135,000 is available for this position, based on an estimated salary of $75,000 for the 18-
month period (i.e., 50,000 per year), $7,500 in travel/discretionary funds, fringe benefits (30%), and a 
26% indirect cost rate.  

Postdoctoral Fellowship Application Process 
The narrative section of the proposal should be completed within three pages. Please include the 
following sections and information: 

• An Introduction providing background research on the topic. 
• List the objectives to be completed. 
• Describe the study approach and specific methods that will be used to complete the work. 
• Describe anticipated results and their significance to ongoing and/or future work. 
• Identify both the university lead mentor and potential NOAA-GLERL co-mentor, and describe 

plans to ensure active collaboration between the fellow, faculty mentor, and GLERL co-
mentor. Applicants should contact potential GLERL co-mentors to discuss proposed research 
before applying.   

• A budget totaling $135,000 for 18 months (attach additional page). 



 
Award Selection 
Proposals will be judged on: 1) how well the research aligns with the project description (above), 2) the 
scientific merit of the work and how it will advance CILER and GLERL research programs, 3) how 
reasonable the timeframe is to complete the stated objectives, 4) the level of commitment to the dual 
mentorship of the fellow, and 5) the planned and potential future level of collaboration. 

Preference will be given to proposals that: 

• Target a location within the Great Lakes basin with significant NOAA investment, such as 
designated Area of Concern;  

• Will work on a system for which a comprehensive watershed model already exists; and 
• Can provide additional funding for an additional 6 months of post-doctoral fellowship support. 

Proposals may be submitted when completed, up to the final deadline of 5 pm ET on Friday, March 
11, 2016. 

Please send your proposals and inquiries to:  Tom Johengen (johengen@umich.edu) and Mary Ogdahl 
(ogdahlm@umich.edu). 

Proposals will reviewed by CILER-GLERL leadership, and then ranked by members of the CILER 
Management Council (not collaborating on submitted proposals) for final award selection. CILER will 
announce the final decisions by March 31 2016. Funding for the position will be sub-contracted by 
CILER to the host university of the selected PI.  

Thank you for your interest in the CILER-GLERL Postdoctoral Fellowship. We look forward to supporting 
this opportunity and collaborative Great Lakes research programs. 
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