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In late October, the Environmental Professionals Network (EPN) sponsored 
two special events, and the ENR Alumni Society (ENRAS) took full advantage 
to connect our alumni at these networking and learning opportunities. The 
events kicked off on the evening of October 24th. The ENRAS collaborated 
with the School of Environment and Natural Resources and the Environmental 
Professionals Network, to host a reception to welcome renowned 
photographer, Thomas Mangelsen and author, Todd Wilkinson. That evening 
they presented, “an inspiring evening with Jackson Hole’s Grizzly 399 - the 
best-known mother bear in America.” Mangelsen and Wilkinson walked 
us through a dazzling presentation on Grizzly 399 and her family of grizzly 
bears at Yellowstone National Park. Over 1000 people attended the event 
in the Archie M. Griffin Grand Ballroom at the Ohio Union on The Ohio 
State University campus. It was a wonderful event with great photos and 
narration featuring the story of Grizzly 399 and her adventures in and out of 
Yellowstone National Park.

Yellowstone, the world’s first national park, is full of hidden wonders like 
volcanos, mountains and hot springs. But, it’s also home to one of the most 
famous grizzly bears in the world: Grizzly 399. Grizzly 399 has given birth 
to over 16 descendants, but because of human interactions such as illegal 
hunting, over half of her cubs have died.

Todd Wilkinson, an environmental journalist published in National Geographic 
and Nature magazines, said in his presentation, “that every summer lots of 
Ohioans visit Yellowstone National Park to see grizzlies like 399.”  He also 
said “It’s made evident how beloved 
the West is among Ohioans.” The 
problems Yellowstone grizzlies are 
facing, such as habitat disruption 
and loss of food sources, can seem 
distant to students, but Wilkinson 
says grizzlies and the land they live 
on belong to everyone. “We all have 
a place in Yellowstone,” he told The 
Lantern. “You know what? Don’t 
watch 399 on your cellphone or 
laptop, but go out and see the bears 
of Yellowstone firsthand.”

Thomas Mangelsen and Todd  Wilkinson
Special Engagements with the Environmental 
Professionals Network

Todd Wilkinson (c) with Jon Gerken (l) and 
Matt Perry (r).



Wilkinson told the crowd during his speech that in order to save grizzly bears, students need to “embrace the West as part of 
your own legacy.” Sean Masterson, a first-year in Exploration, said Yellowstone was the most memorable national park he’s 
ever visited.

“Seeing the grizzly bear in the park was really cool and also sad,” he said. “(It taught me to) respect 
the animals we share this Earth with.” Nature photographer Thomas Mangelsen, who also presented 
at the event, spoke out against different groups that are trying to turn federal lands like Yellowstone 
into areas managed by individual states.  “But Ohio has a piece of Yellowstone just like I do, and I 
live next door,” he said.

Wilkinson recently wrote “Grizzlies of Pilgrim Creek: An Intimate Portrait of 399,” a book 
accompanied by Mangelsen’s photos of 399 and her cubs, detailing the struggles and triumphs of 
their lives.  The pair focused on the effects of delisting of grizzlies from the Endangered Species 
List — they are currently listed as “threatened,” which comes with less federal protections — and 

the variety of problems affecting their survival, including climate change, loss of food and hunting. Wilkinson shared a story 
about Dennis VanDenbos, a science teacher from Wyoming who decided to take a walk through Grand Teton National 
Park one morning. During his morning stroll, VanDenbos unintentionally walked up to 399 and her cubs. 399 charged at 
VanDenbos and bit him three times before someone drove by and screamed, sending 399 for cover behind the trees.  
Wilkinson said VanDenbos didn’t want the park rangers to kill the bear. He said 399 was only following her instinct to protect 
her cubs. “We are going into their homes and we can leave,” Wilkinson said to the crowd. “Often times these are the only 
places these animals have.” Wilkinson also recounted the deaths of 
some of 399’s cubs, explaining that birth rates in grizzly populations 
are remarkably slow, so each cub death takes a significant toll on the 
population. Wilkinson and Mangelsen are hopeful that 399 will leave 
her den at the end of this winter with a new cub by her side. Brittany 
Lorish, a fourth-year in Natural Resources Management, said she was 
inspired by the personality Wilkinson and Mangelsen put behind 399. 
“We saw that 399 was a mother, she was a hunter, she had multiple 
facets to her life,” Lorish said. “I’ve never seen her before, but I feel like 
I know her.” Mangelsen and Wilkinson also presented in several ENR 
classes on Monday and Tuesday.

If Monday night was not enough, we had yet another opportunity to engage with Mangelsen and Wilkinson on Tuesday 
evening, October 25th. Tom Mangelsen joined us at the Ohio Union’s Woody’s Tavern for an ENR Alumni Gathering. It was 
a real treat for our ENR Alumni to chat with Tom as he shared more about his body of work and adventures. We then had 
the opportunity to hear again from Todd Wilkinson as he detailed Ohioan Ted Turner’s achievements as a private landowner 
and his concerns about the environment. Turner was born in Cincinnati, Ohio. It was an enlightening look at Turner’s life and 
his commitment as a conservationist. This was another outstanding EPN event with over 300 people in attendance. If you 
missed these two live events, they are available on the EPN website for viewing:  http://epn.osu.edu/   

Special thanks to David Hanselmann and the School of Environment 
and Natural Resources for providing us with these great opportunities.  
Thank you to Ris Twigg for providing excerpts from her article in The 
Lantern. Read her article at http://thelantern.com/2016/10/environmental-
journalist-calls-on-ohio-state-students-to-protect-grizzly-bears-in-
yellowstone/.

Thomas Mangelsen

Jeff Sharp, David Hanselman, and Thomas Mangelsen

Ris Twigg, Cody Titus, Brittany Lorish and Jack Rabe.
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Director Profile: Gary W. Mullins
By Mark Giese

Gary W. Mullins served as director of the School of Natural Resources (SNR) (now 
the School of Environment and Natural Resources) from 1998-2004. He started 
his Ohio State career directly after receiving his PhD in Recreation and Resources 
Development from Texas A&M University in 1979. He began his journey at Ohio State 
as an assistant professor in environmental education and the parks & recreation 
administration academic programs. He was promoted to associate professor in 1984 
and to full professor in 1994. Dr. Mullins became interim director in 1998 and then 
promoted to director in 1999. He stepped forward to take on this role as director and 
provided essential leadership for the School during these years as the School worked 
to better position itself within the college and the university.

Mullins started his career as a science teacher in a junior high school and worked 
as an interpretive naturalist and National Park Ranger/Planner. He also served as a 

consultant to The Nature Conservancy, the USDA Forest Service, the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, the National Park Service, and the Discovery Channel on 
a number of research, education and communications projects. These projects 
included exhibit, script, curriculum material development and evaluation. Dr. 
Mullins directed the Ecological Communications Research and Development Lab 
as part of his OARDC research appointment for 15 years.

After stepping down as SNR Director in August 2004, he joined OARDC as 
its Columbus based assistant director before his retirement. Director Mullins 
now resides in Florida, but makes frequent visits back to the OSU campus. We 
recognize and thank Dr. Mullins for his years of service as a former director of the 
School of Environment and Natural Resources.

Gary in Yosemete National Park.

Gary with Steve Goodwin at the 2004 Spring Rendezvous at the 
Gwynne Conservation Area.
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ENR Alumni Football Tailgate – 
Ohio State vs Bowling  Green
On September 3rd, the 2016 Buckeye football season opener was held against 
Bowling Green State University.  It was the first home game of the season and 
pop-up tents littered the horizon as Buckeye fans tailgated.  The ENR Alumni 
Society hosted a tailgate event that morning on the East lawn of Kottman Hall 
with Ohio Stadium as our backdrop. ENR Alumni turned out that morning to 
network and take part in the traditional tailgating festivities.  Food, fellowship 
and corn hole were in abundance as faculty, staff, graduate students, family 
and friends of the School of Environment and Natural Resources prepared for 
the game.  It was a perfect day for a football game, beautiful Indian summer 
weather!  The Buckeye game kicked off at noon.  It was nearly a shutout 
victory with the final game score of 77-10.

Important Dates/
Events

Wednesday, February 8th

SENR’s 2017 BootCamp at the 
Nationwide and Ohio Farm 
Bureau 4-H Center @ 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 12th

EPN Special Event featuring the 
REI VP for Sustainability, Vikram 
Sahney at the Ohio Union @ 
7:00 p.m.

AlumniFire
Many of us know the perks of being connected with colleagues and friends on 
LinkedIn. However, there is a struggle for finding individuals and connecting 
with those that you do not know personally. There is now a new interface that 
allows Ohio State Alumni to connect with other alumni and provide services to 
each other. Alumni can create an account and list services they offer including:  
general career advice, introductions, networking, informational interviews, 
resume reviews and feedback, job shadowing and mentoring. You can look up 
alumni from across the university. Employers can also post positions that you 
can search to find your next career opportunity, regardless of where you are 
in your current career. This is a free service that you can link to your LinkedIn 
account. To create an account, simply go to: http://osu.alumnifire.com.
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Delicious home cooking, good friends and colleagues, sunny-beautiful 
weather, a packed house, and celebrating very talented and renowned 
people – were great ingredients for making the 2016 Celebration of the 
College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences (CFAES) Luncheon 
a spectacular event. 

Members of the Environment and Natural Resources Alumni Society Executive 
Council gathered to help celebrate (and eat) at the CFAES Luncheon on 
September 22nd at the 54th Annual Farm Science Review.

CFAES and its staff, faculty and alumni accomplishments and activities 
were highlighted. Bob Evans Catering served a wonderful spread. The Farm 
Science Review Hall of Fame inductees were FAES alumni Terry Howell and 
John Rockenbaugh. Several Alumni were recognized by the CFAES Alumni 
Society for their contributions. Categories included Distinguished Alumni 
Awards, Meritorious Service Awards, International Professional Awards, and 
Young Professional Awards. 

Here are some photo-highlights of The Celebration of CFAES:

“Celebration of CFAES Luncheon” recognizing 
CFAES Alumni, and inducting Terry Howell and John 
Rockenbaugh into the Farm Science Review Hall of 
Fame.

Below, SENR’s Steven Culman, Assistant Professor 
and State Specialist in Soil Fertility, addresses 
luncheon attendees.

Below, Tricia Evans and her father with Jon Gerken (and 
yes that is former SENR Director, Jerry Bigham at the next 
table).

ENRAS at Farm Science Review

Neal Sargent, Jon Gerken and Mark Giese 
weclome attendees to the luncheon.
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ENRAS receives OSUAA Scarlet Award
By Mark Giese, ENR Advancement and Matt Perry, ENRAS President

In September at The Ohio State University Alumni Leadership Symposium, the 
Environment and Natural Resources Alumni Society received the Scarlet Level 
Outstanding Alumni Society Award. This is the highest award level. The OSUAA Scarlet 
award is currently on display in the SENR office, 210 Kottman Hall. We are very proud 
of the accomplishments and commitments of our ENR alumni. We also appreciate the 
efforts of the ENR Alumni Society to reach this benchmark as an outstanding university 
alumni society.  

The university’s Office of Advancement through the OSU Alumni Association (OSUAA) 
has begun to provide additional resources to the university’s alumni clubs and societies 
as further incentive for outreach activities and to help more effectively engage our 
Alumni throughout the world. There are several categories that need to be completed 
to achieve this annual Scarlet level award as administered by the OSU Alumni 
Association. Here is a breakdown of those categories: 

	 	
	

SCARLET GRAY CARMEN 
Events 	

	
	
	
	
	

Minimum Requirements 

Game Watch Game Watch Game Watch 
	

Min. 2 Board Meetings 
Min. 2 Board 
Meetings 

Min. 2 Board 
Meetings 

	
5 Category I events *** 

3 Category I 
events *** 

	
--- 

	
	

Unlimited Category II events 

Unlimited 
Category II 
events 

	
--- 

	
Scholarship Fundraiser 

Scholarship 
Fundraiser --- 

Incentive 	 	 	
At start of each fiscal year, incentive will be 
Deposited in current use funds or dispersed 
depending on Tier reached. 

	
$2,000 

	
$1,000 

	
--- 

Speakers/Year 	 	 	
Travel expenses covered by OSUAA for up to 1 
OSU sponsored speakers/year 

	
1 

	
1 

	
--- 

Mailing/Year 	 	 	
Number of printed mailings allotted to each 
club/society year 2 1 --- 

Awards/Recognition 	 	 	
	
	
	

To be awarded at the end of the fiscal year at the 
Symposium 

Club/Society of the Year = 
$2500 

	
	
	
	

--- 

	
	
	
	

--- Most Innovative Program of 
the Year = $1500 

Program of the Year = $1000 
(3) 

Forms/Documentation 	 	 	
Returned attendance sheets/event 
evaluations/membership rosters Required Required Required 

Board/Leadership Team 	 	 	
Develop and utilize a volunteer board or 
leadership team with a min. of 4 volunteers Required Required Required 
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The Environment and Natural Resources Alumni Society (ENRAS) is actively pursuing a range of events, activities and 
media campaigns to more fully engage over 6,000 of our ENR Alumni. Currently, we are working to better connect with 
our graduates and identify our ENR Alumni and recognize where they are and what they are doing in their communities. 
Working in “The Advancement System” (TAS), we are gathering up-to-date contact information and reaching out to our 
alumni engaging them with the school, college, the university and our communities in a variety of different ways.  

Things we know:  We have 63% of our ENR Alumni living in Ohio with 2,300 ENR Alumni living in the greater Columbus 
area. Our next two largest markets are the greater Cleveland/Akron area with about 900 ENR Alumni, and the greater 
Cincinnati area with 430 ENR Alumni. In 2017 we will focus many of our efforts on these three geographical regions to 
better reach out and engage our ENR Alumni within the state. It has always been a challenge to engage our alumni when 
geography separates them from our campus. We are working to bridge these distances with a sustained virtual presence 
through the use of social media. From our TAS alumni snapshot, we have approximately 1,053 ENR Alumni that are 
sustaining members of the ENR Alumni Society with 781 of them living here in Ohio. We see tremendous opportunity to 
expand this area of alumni support as well.

The ENRAS Executive Council has been working to extend beyond these benchmarks by providing events and activities 
customize to different segments of our alumni populations. We are also working to engage the Advancement model 
within the entire fabric of SENR. This will help establish closer ties among our ENR alumni, students, faculty/staff, 
stakeholder, donors and friends of the School of Environment and Natural Resources. We are constantly looking for the 
bridges between our various constituents and to promote opportunities for them to connect together. Venues like the 
Environmental Professionals Network, the ENR Career Development Office, the Alumni Career Management Office, 
Office of Volunteer Relations, and the Young Alumni Academy through The Ohio State University Alumni Association 
are examples of these collaborations. It takes time to build the depth to reach our goals, and we are making great 
strides in taking our ENR Advancement activities to the next level as we approach the 50th anniversary of the School of 
Environment and Natural Resources in 2018. 

Update Your Alumni Information
We like to keep our information as up-to-date as possible when it comes to our alumni. Please take a second 
to follow the link below to give us your most current information. It will allow us to keep you up-to-date with all 
things happening with ENRAS and the School of Environment and Natural Resources.

https://connect1.osu.edu/alumni/osuaa-login?bm=1033047074
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ENR Alumni Survey — Please Respond!
As the ENR Alumni family grows, we continue to look for new ways to connect with you and your fellow alumni. The ENR 
Alumni Society strives to provide you the best possible services as a graduate of the School of Environment and Natural 
Resources.  

ENRAS is conducting a brief survey to gage your event preferences.  As an alumni society, we are open to new ideas for 
how we can better serve you. Please complete the survey at the link below or on the email announcing this newsletter.  
Your survey results will only be used internally by our alumni services staff (email ENRAS@osu.edu). 

Here is the link to the survey:  

https://goo.gl/forms/11VaNfBLRJDfKbEB2

Thanks for responding!

A Night at COSI — 
Celebrating 100 Years of Our National Parks
On Wednesday, September 28, the Environmental Professionals Network, ENR Scholars and the Environment and Natural 
Resources Alumni Society hosted a night at COSI here in Columbus for a viewing of the National Parks Adventure 3D film.  
The film was in an Imax format and was impressive on COSI’s Giant Screen Theater. 

The film transports the audience to the ultimate off-trail adventure 
within America’s National Parks. It highlighted Yellowstone, Yosemite, 
the Everglades, the Redwoods and Arches. It followed mountaineer 
Conrad Anker, adventure photographer Max Lowe and artist Rachel 
Pohl as they journeyed through the National Parks. The film and event 
was in celebration of the National Parks’ 100th 
Birthday. Following the film, students, staff, and 
alumni were treated to a panel of professionals 
representing national and local park systems.

The panel included Mark Giese, ENR Alumnus 
and retired U.S. Park Ranger with the National 
Park Service, Tim Moloney, Executive Director 
of Columbus and Franklin County Metro Parks, 
and Dr. Alia Dietsch, Assistant Professor in 
Parks, Protected Areas, and Natural Resources 
Management. We would like to thank Esther 
DeBusk, ENR Scholars Coordinator, for all of her 
work in the planning and promoting of this event. 
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Melissa Herman is a 2009 graduate from the School of Environment and Natural Resources. 
As an undergraduate student, she completed an Honors program of study majoring in 
Environmental Science and a minor in International Studies. She graduated Magnum Cum 
Laude. Melissa was heavily involved in the study abroad program and completed several 
study abroad experiences while an undergraduate student. She completed her undergraduate 
honors program under the direction of Dr. Rattan Lal and graduated with distinction in 
Environmental Science. Melissa continued on to a Master of Science where Dr. Robert Mullen 
served as her graduate advisor in a soil science graduate specialization. She continued to work 
internationally during her graduate program of study completing her Masters degree from the 
School of Environment and Natural Resources in 2011.

Since completion of her graduate degree, Melissa has dedicated her work to The Reckoning 
International: https://www.facebook.com/TheReckoningInternational/

The Reckoning provides small loans, business training, and job opportunities for third-world entrepreneurs. Two-thirds of 
the world’s population lives in poverty. Handouts help... but not for long. What people struggling in chronic poverty really 
need is an opportunity to work, grow, thrive, and to be generous in return. The chance to become self-supporting is a gift 
that brings dignity, hope, and a real future. It breaks the cycle of poverty with lasting change which spreads to others. The 
Reckoning International is helping to create those opportunities.

Melissa spends the majority of her time each year on the continent of 
Africa primarily serving in Kenya. She typically now only returns back 
to the United States a couple of times per year for about a six-week 
period of time to visit, organize and to conduct fundraising for this 
nonprofit relief organization. Melissa Herman is held in high regard 
for her tireless work. She is highly regarded by Dr. Rattan Lal for her 
work and achievements as a Young Professional in Environment and 
Natural Resources. Her colleagues, advisors and faculty from the 
School of Environment and Natural Resources hold her work in high 
esteem. 

Featured Alumnus

 at https://www.facebook.com/OhioStateSENRAS

and follow us on   @ENRAlumni

Be on the lookout for old friends and faculty that are featured!

like us on

Melissa with fellow graduate students in 2009.

Melissa conducting research 
in Iceland.
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Become a Sustaining Member of ENRAS
By Mark Giese

The Environment and Natural Resources Alumni Society continues to expand its reach and is working to connect with as 
many of our ENR Alumni as possible.  The support of our Alumni is an important component to the success of the School 
of Environment and Natural Resources and our students.

The University Advancement model works to integrate Ohio State alumni into the greater mission of the university and 
The Ohio State University Alumni Association (OSUAA) redefined its membership levels to better serve this role:

Membership Levels 

Alumni - Individuals who have earned associate, bachelor, graduate, professional, or honorary degrees 
from Ohio State, as well as medical resident graduates of the university.

Sustaining Member - Alumni who have renewed their commitment to Ohio State each year by making a 
tax deductible gift of $75 or more to the university program(s) of their choice.

Life Members - Alumni or friends of Ohio State who joined the Association through a lifetime 
membership before it was discontinued on June 30, 2012.

Visit to see your OSUAA membership benefits.

We encourage our ENR Alumni to consider becoming Sustaining Members. This gift will qualify you as both an ENRAS 
Sustaining Member and a Sustaining Member of The Ohio State University Alumni Association (OSUAA).  We hope you will 
consider designating a portion of your annual giving towards funds that will directly benefit the students and programs of 
the School of Environment and Natural Resources. You can make your Sustaining Membership gift now by clicking on the 
‘Give Today’ button.  Your gift to the university can be made as a tax deductible donation before the end of this tax year. 
Please consider becoming an ENRAS Sustaining Member before December 31, 2016.

School of Environment and Natural Resources
210 Kottman Hall, 2021 Coffey Rd
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone:  614-292-2265, Fax:  614-292-7432
Email:  ENRAS@osu.edu, URL:  senr.osu.edu

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. 
For more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.


