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The “101 Alternatives to the Chalkboard" 

40
th

 annual Educators’ 

Conference 
 

Asking Questions, Telling Stories 
 

SSaattuurrddaayy  OOccttoobbeerr  1100,,  22001155  
((wwiitthh  tthhee  ooppttiioonn  ooff  ssttaayyiinngg  FFrriiddaayy  aanndd//oorr  SSaattuurrddaayy  nniigghhtt))  

  

AAtt  YYMMCCAA  CCaammpp  KKeerrnn  ((3322  mmiilleess  nnoorrtthheeaasstt  ooff  CCiinncciinnnnaattii))  

5291 St Rt 350 Oregonia, Ohio 45054  
 

Cost: $30  
Includes meals and program. No additional charge for 

overnight stays.   Please register by October 2
nd

.  

Scholarships and discounts available 

 

For more information, contact: Dave Moran 

Outdoor Education Director YMCA CAMP KERN 

5291 St Rt 350 Oregonia, OH 45054 

Office 513-932-3756 x1527 dmoran@daytonymca.org 
 

This event made possible by the Environmental Education Council of 

Ohio, and the Ohio Environmental Education Fund 

 

 

 

 

 

This year’s keynote presenter will be  

 

Ken Bowald 

 

For the past 30 years, Ken has been leading outdoor/environmental education 

programs, and trained hundreds of students in basic interpretation and non-formal 

education techniques. He has worked all around the Great Lakes, 

including Michigan, Northern Illinois, Cleveland, and upstate 

New York.  Ken and his family currently reside in the funky town 

of Athens, Ohio.    kbowald@yahoo.com 

  
 

https://www.facebook.com/profile/picture/view/?profile_id=1075044664
mailto:dmoran@daytonymca.org
mailto:kbowald@yahoo.com
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Conference Schedule   
 
Friday  
6:30 Check in and move into cabins or pitch a tent 

7:00 Night hike, evening canoe, relaxing 

 

 

Saturday 
7:00 Birding with Huck Ford 

8:00 Breakfast 

8:30 Registration and social time 

8:50 Gathering and announcements 

9:00       Keynote Presentation: LEAVE NO CHILD INSIDE - Family Nature 

Quest – Adventures in Reading, Science, and Inquiry with Cinda Hanbuch-

Pinkerton and Doug Horvath 

10:15 – 11:45 Small Group Session I   

Noon   Lunch  

12:50 Gathering and announcements  

1:00 to 2:30 Small Group Session II 

2:45 to 3:30 Keynote Presentation: John Muir by John Kolar, Chief Naturalist at, 

Geauga Park District  

Travel back in time to meet the famous naturalist John Muir as he 

recalls some of his more memorable "hands-on" experiences with 

nature! 

3:45 to 5:15  Small Group Session III 

5:30 pm  Dinner    

6:30 to 8:00  Ken Bowald - Evening Keynote Presentation 

8:45 - ?  Campfire, Songs and Stories  
 
Sunday  
7:00 Birding with Alli Shaw 

8:00 Breakfast 

9:00 – Noon River Hike and/or Little Miami 

River Canoe Trip and/or Fort Ancient Tour 
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Our other keynote presenters: 
 

John Kolar (John Muir presentation), Chief Naturalist at, Geauga Park 

District   www.geaugaparkdistrict.org 

John Kolar has been a naturalist with the Geauga Park District since 

2000 and was promoted to Chief Naturalist in 2013. Previously, he worked 

for 4 years as a naturalist/outdoor educator at Nature’s Classroom located at 

Camp Muskingum. He enjoys acting in local theater and has incorporated 

some of his theatrics into his programming. He considers himself to be a 

“nature nut” that specializes in helping people become nuts about nature!  

 

Small Group Sessions (so far) 
  

Place Project: Camp Kern  Harman Elementary School Teachers: Joyce Dunham, Shawn Fry, 

Kimberly Walther, and Amy Williams,  

This session, for elementary teachers, will offer an opportunity to see how our school 

implements Place Based Education.  The participants will experience an excursion from a 

student's perspective, have opportunity to reflect as a teacher and leave with knowledge of how 

to take learning outdoors while still meeting state standards and other requirements.  Plan to 

meet indoors, hike to a special place and end the session indoors. 

www.oakwoodoutdooreducation.weebly.com 

 

Community Based Conservation Denise Natoli Brooks and 

Zach Bollheimer Licking Co. Soil and Water 

Conservation Dist.  

The Licking County River Round Up has 

been going on for over 20 years with hundreds of volunteers 

removing trash from hundreds of miles of river. Learn how. 

Stream Team water quality monitors are the citizen scientists monitoring the less 

visible pollution in the river. Learn their techniques.  

Links: www.lickingswcd.com and www.facebook.com/RiverRoundUp  

 

 

Asking Questions About Pollinating Insects Paul Knoop Appalachia Ohio Alliance 

This will be a fun session about the natural history of pollinating insects, their role in the 

ecosystem, why they have gained so much attention lately, and what we can do to help. Much 

time will be spent outdoors exploring, identifying and getting to know these fascinating 

animals. Check out the Xerces Society’s webpage, http://www.xerces.org/  

 

 

 

http://www.geaugaparkdistrict.org/
http://www.oakwoodoutdooreducation.weebly.com/
http://www.lickingswcd.com/
http://www.facebook.com/RiverRoundUp
http://www.xerces.org/
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Fractals: The Language of Life    Huck Ford, Program Director 4-H 

Camp Whitewood 

What do river networks, mountain chains, pineapples, snowflakes, 

heart rates, your blood system, trees, ocean waves and DNA all have in 

common?  That's right, they are all fractals.  This session focuses on 

understanding the fundamentals of fractals and their occurrence and use in 

the natural world.  Information and activities will be focused on developing 

activities to teach fractals to children, because if you understand fractals, 

you can understand the connection between an atom and a galaxy!  "A 

fractal is a way of seeing infinity" Benoit Mandelbrot. 

  

Questions, Activities and Books! What Fun! Cathy Knoop, National Trainer  Population 

Connection 

Capture your students’ attention with a question. Engage their interest through hands-on 

activities. Expand their knowledge with delightful children’s literature. Using guided inquiry, 

this session will demonstrate how activities from Population Connection can help your students 

understand concepts related to science, social studies and math.  We will also enjoy children’s 

literature books that complement each activity. Participants will receive a CD of activities and 

resources from Population Connection. This will be an indoor session. 

 

Session to be named later 

Kenneth Bowald   

 

Bats: What You Didn’t Learn Watching Batman! Marne Titchenell, OSU Extension 

Wildlife Program Specialist 

Just like superheroes, bats have many impressive and 

amazing abilities. In this session we will discuss the fascinating 

world of bats, learn all about Ohio’s bats, and hear the latest on 

WNS (white-nose syndrome). We 

will also discuss bat research and 

take a look at the equipment used to 

monitor and catch bats. Teachers and 

educators will leave with a variety of 

resources to help teach about bats 

both in and outside of the 

classroom!   
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Adventures in Nature Play: Fairy, Elf and Bug Houses Alli Shaw, Hub Naturalist, 

Columbus & Franklin County Metro Parks  

Fairy, elf and bug houses are a great way to 

connect kids to nature and can be duplicated in the 

schoolyard, backyard, camp or park. Channel your 

inner child as you create a leave-at-the-site abode 

or work of art. Feel free to bring special items 

from home you may wish to include in your 

construction. This session will begin indoors and 

venture outdoors as much as the participant wants 

and includes loads of idea sharing.  

 

 

 

 

Climate Negotiations Simulation Jason Cervenec and Geoff Dipre, Byrd Polar and Climate 

Research Center 

This exercise, developed by the University of 

Massachusetts Lowell, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 

and Climate Interactive, places participants in a United Nations 

climate negotiations   simulation where participants play the roles 

of country delegates. In addition to improving participants’ 

understanding of the priorities of countries, they come to 

understand the impacts of climate change and timelines on which 

these impacts will be felt. Following the simulations, conversation 

allows time for participants to process the experience. While the simulation was originally 

designed for climate communicators and educators, it has been successfully used with diverse 

audiences.  
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Accommodations:   
We will be staying in traditional camp cabins (cabins #1 and #2 on the map) with bunk beds, a 

florescent light and a heater. Other groups will also be at camp in adjacent cabins. Programs will be in 

the Moore Building and meals in Singerman Lodge 

Shared bathrooms with showers are in a separate, but 

nearby building. The shower house will be crowded, the water 

ranges from warm to tepid, and there is often some gender 

ambiguity among the users.  

Please be sure to bring a sleeping bag or bedding. Also 

bring toiletries, towels, and clothes that will allow you to be outside 

and comfortable in any kind of weather. Nearby hotel 

accommodations are available. Tent Camping is also an option. 

We recommend you bring your own mug, otherwise the option is 

Styrofoam.  

Camp will be full of various groups, including free-ranged 

children and feral fathers. Please drive slowly and be carefully. 

Thanks 

 

 

Directions:              
Once in camp, stay on the paved driveway and follow the signs to 

the guest parking lot. Check in and most activities will be in the 

Moore Building which is at the far end of the guest parking lot. See 

the maps in this packet. 
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Registration Form 

The “101 Alternatives to the Chalkboard" 2015 

Educators’ Conference 

Saturday October 10
th
  

 

Don’t like this form? No problem, just leave a voice mail 

or email with your info. I will get back to you with a 

confirmation. Please register by October 2
nd

.  
 

Name: 

 

Address: 

 

E-mail: 

 

Phone: 

 

Are you a vegetarian? _______ 

 

 

Do you need a place to stay Friday and/or Saturday night? __________    

 

 

Do you have any special needs or concerns? (If so, please list or give Dave M a call or email) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cost: $30  
 No additional charge for overnight stays or Sunday morning activities.   

 Please register by September 30
th

. Payment can wait until the event  

 Scholarships and discounts available, contact Dave M for details 

 Checks should be made out to “YMCA Camp Kern” 

 

 

Contact Dave Moran at YMCA Camp Kern. 5291 St Rt. 350 Oregonia, OH 45054  

 Phone: 513-932-3756 x1527 Fax 513-932-8607              

 email: dmoran@daytonymca.org   

 

Please be aware that the activities may carry a risk of injury. Be aware of these risks and your ability. Ask for help 

when needed. Please let us know if you have any special needs or concerns. 

THANK YOU 

mailto:dmoran@daytonymca.org
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