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Farm households mobilized to buffer the stresses of 2019

Record-setting rains, heavy flooding, and an international trade war made 2019 a stressful year for Ohio
farmers. The Ohio Farm Poll documented how farm families across the state employed many different
strategies as they responded to these conditions. Of particular importance was the ability to farm
households to quickly adjust consumption levels and activities in response to shocks in the agricultural
sector.

Farm survival is tied to farm households

+ Ohio Farm Poll results highlight how farm survival in Ohio is tied to both household factors and farm
business issues. The two depend on each other.

+ Torespond to the many stresses of 2019, Ohio farmers mobilized a range of strategies both on their
farm business operations and within households (Fig 1).

+ The most common change was using household savings to meet expenses (39%). The second
and third most common changes were spending less on farm inputs (33%) and postponing major
farm purchases (29%).

» Ohio also farmers cut back on entertainment expenses and postponed household purchases.

The farm economy is not isolated
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+ Off-farm income helps family farms

ride out difficult market downturns,
like Ohio experienced in 2019.
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Fig.1: Most common changes made on Ohio farms in 2019.
Farm household strategies are presented in light blue.
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