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It’s about timelines and sausage 

• A   B 

• Internal and External 
Processes 

• Necessity: 
– 2014: ODW-RRP for AIS…  

– 2015, Oct: L_131_1295  
 Rep. Hall – introduced AIS Legislation… 

 
  



Existing ODW IAIS Language 

Ohio Administrative Code 1501:31-19-01 

Chapter 1501:31-19  Wild Animal Regulations 

1501:31-19-01 Wild animal importing, exporting, selling and possession regulations. 

(A) It shall be unlawful for any person at any time to possess, import or sell live 
individuals of the species or their hybrids designated as injurious aquatic invasive species 
and posted on the Ohio division of wildlife website at http://www.wildohio.gov. 

(1) It shall be unlawful to possess any of the species listed on the Ohio division of wildlife 
website at http://www.wildohio.gov and designated as injurious aquatic invasive species, 
except for white perch (Morone americana), unless it is in one of the following forms: 

(a) Headless 

(b) Preserved in ethanol or formaldehyde. 

(c) Eviscerated (internal organs removed). 

(2) The listed species may be possessed live and used only for research, by zoos, public 
aquariums, and public displays after obtaining written authorization from the chief. 
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Existing ODW IAIS Website 

• http://ohiodnr.gov/invasive-species/aquatic-
invasives/injurious-aquatic-invasive-species  
 

• Introduction, definition, explanation of 
program 
 

• Publication (5)490 {PDF}:  
List of Ohio's Injurious Aquatic Invasive Species 
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Wither the Lacey Act 

• Solid framework  
– Federal guidelines: 1900, amended 2008,  

 re-interpreted in 2016-17 

– State application 

– Amplified by Ohio Code 

 

• Get our act together! 
– If you don’t do it… 

… someone else will!! 



Add in some mis-communications 

NAA: Ohio’s Risk Assessment (i.e. IAIS) = CISP list,  
           USFWS consideration = existing ERSS results. 



And you get chaos! 

• All of this transpired within an inauspicious 
48-hr time period! 
 

• It became clear we needed to spell out how 
we (ODW) would deal with IAIS and Risk 
Assessment in Ohio. 



OK, so you need a Policy 

• Features: 
– Risk Analysis/Screening for non-native candidate species  

(and it had to be “ours”) 

– Literature review  

– Ecological Risk Screening methodology 
• comparing climate, water temperatures, habitats, ranges, biology, 

other water quality parameters, and the potential to transmit 
diseases to aquatic resources in the State of Ohio 

– QA/QC by ODW staff biologists 

– Review by Ohio AIS Committee 

– Review and approval by ODW Chief 

• Oh, and it has to be in the format as specified by ODNR 



We could do it ourselves, but 

• Stakeholders 

• Importers/Exporters 

• Legislators 

• Law Enforcement 

 

• Empower all to help build it 



The framework, kinda 
• Header: Subject, ORC/OAC Code reference, Purpose, Policy #, Dates… 

• Definitions 

• The Policy 

• Introduction 

• The guts: 

• Prioritization of Aquatic Species for Consideration of Invasion Risk 

• Conditions Necessitating the Use of the Risk Assessment Procedure 

• Risk Assessment Procedure 

• Risk Classification Process 

• Responsibilities for Conducting the Risk Assessment Procedure 

• Responsibilities (of Division personnel) 

• Resources (Literature) 

• Contacts 



The contributors 

The process 



Defining Injurious AIS 

Who’s risk is it, anyway? 

Communications 

Reviews and Approvals 



The Living  
Policy 












