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Lake Erie Critical Issues Defined By Ohio Sea Grant 

• Sedimentation 

• Phosphorus and nutrient loading 

• Harmful algal blooms 

• Aquatic invasive species 

• Dead zones 

• Climate Change 



Comprehensive Regional Outreach Campaign  

• Three grants secured by the Great Lakes Sea Grant Network and led by MNSG 

1.  Comprehensive Regional Outreach Campaign on AIS  

 GLSGN (MN) from USFWS/GLRI: $1,555,234 

2.  Extending a Regional Outreach Campaign on AIS       

 GLSGN (MN) from USEPA/GLRI: $400,000 

3.  Organisms in Trade Initiative – Research, Outreach and Education        

 GLSGN (MN) from USEPA/GLRI: $400,000  

 



Comprehensive Regional Outreach Campaign  

• Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers!; www.protectyourwaters.net 

• SAH targets outdoor recreationists including boaters, anglers,  

 waterfowl hunters, recreational divers, sailors , personal  

 watercraft users, etc. 

 

 

http://www.protectyourwaters.net/


Comprehensive Regional Outreach Campaign  

• Habitattitude; www.habitattitude.net 

• Habitattitude targets aquarists and water gardeners,  

 encouraging them not to release unwanted pets  

 and plants into the environment 

• wise purchase and placement of water gardens,  

• inspection of shipments for unwanted hitchhikers,  

• rehoming of unwanted species 

• proper disposal of unwanted plants and animals. 

 

 

 

http://www.habitattitude.net/


Comprehensive Regional Outreach Campaign  

• Nab the Aquatic Invader!; http://www.iiseagrant.org/nabinvader/ 

• Teacher training and resource program which provides  

 teachers and educators  with resources to  teach students  

 about how to prevent the spread of AIS 

• Attack Packs and Teacher Workshops 

 

 

http://www.iiseagrant.org/nabinvader/
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Comprehensive Regional Outreach Campaign  

• AIS-Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points 

• Can be applied to a variety of audiences including baitfish industries, hatcheries, 
fisheries management, water quality monitoring, environmental consulting, 
shoreland restoration, etc. 

• Workshops offered periodically through OHSG 

• https://ohioseagrant.osu.edu/news/calendar/2015/08/17/81i21/ais-haccp-
workshop 
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Comprehensive Regional Outreach Campaign  

• Great Lakes BIOTIC Symposium (Briefs on Invasive Organisms Traded in Commerce) 

 

• Advance knowledge and  

 understanding of OIT pathways  

• Identify research gaps 

• Facilitate efficient transfer of  

 information to agencies,  

 academia, industries, and  

 non-profits 

 

Synthesis papers: 
• Aquaculture 
• Live bait 
• Specimen release 
• Aquarium release 
• Pathogens/disease 
Presentations: 
• Regulations 
• Risk assessment 
• Industry perspectives 
• Outreach 
Field Trips: 
• Germantown Red Swamp Crayfish Infestation 
• Mequon Nature Preserve 



Comprehensive Regional Outreach Campaign  

• Since 2010, 21.2 M impressions generated 

• 670 talks & booths @ 270,000  

• 130 products @ 1.6 M exposures  

• 500 partners supported 

• 1,100 social & mass media @ 17.4 M exposures 

• 14 HACCP training/events @ 390 taught  

• 200 Nab events taught 7,900 teachers, 37,600 youth, 17,000 service learning and 
42,000 web hits @ 104,700  

• Every survey and post event assessment (25+) showed raised awareness and behavior 
change 

 



Clean Boats, Clean Tournaments 

• Two grants secured by the Great Lakes Sea Grant Network and led by WISG 

1. Fishing tournament organizers and professional anglers: Preventing the spread of AIS 

2.    Train local groups to inspect and wash fishing tourney boats 

 



Sea Grant Outreach Events 

• Stone Lab 

• Aquatic Visitors Center 

• Boat and sport shows 

• Fairs 

• School outreach events 

• Clean Marinas Program 

 



Ohio Sea Grant Extension is a 
partnership with academia, government, 
and the private sector.  

 

Ohio Sea Grant Extension uses research, 
education and extension outreach to 
focus on the economy, the environment 
and education. 
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