
The Dirt on Boat 
Wash Stations



Most effective way to remove aquatic invasives is rinsing 
your boat with hot high-pressure water



There is interest in Ohio in 
setting up similar boat washing 
stations as concerns about 
hydrilla and other aquatic 
invasives rise



Clean Water Act
• A business cannot 

discharge industrial 
wastewater into 
waters of the state 
without obtaining a 
National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) 
permit from Ohio EPA. 

• Water from pressure 
washing is considered 
an industrial 
wastewater



The confusion

• So how are all 
these other states 
getting away with 
boat washing 
stations?



Adding to the 
confusion:

• ODNR Completed a boat washing station at Geneva to 
prepare boats for winterization

• This process is different from AIS boat washing stations 
because the process can lead to paint leaching in the water

• AIS removal is not intended to strip paint, only remove 
plant/animal life



So how are other 
states offering 
boat wash 
cleaning stations?
Option 1: Go waterless

• Less effective but no 
regulations



Option 2: 
Capture 
wastewater

• Some states require water be 
captured and disposed of 

• Will have to work with wastewater 
hauler or POTW to dispose of water



Option 3: work 
with EPA to 
create rules to 
safely manage 
the wastewater



Summary
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