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ÅOverview

- Fish Management Program Areas

- What is an Aquatic Habitat Biologist?

- Why are these roles important?

ÅAquatic Habitat Biologist Roles 

- What are the primary roles and responsibilities of these new 
positions?
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Fisheries Management Program

Background

Travis Hartman

Lake Erie Fisheries

Scott Hale -Retired

Executive Admin

Chris French

Fish Hatcheries

Rich Zweifel

Inland Fisheries
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Fisheries Management - Lake Erie

Background

Travis Hartman



Fisheries Management -Hatcheries/Access

Background

Chris French
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Fisheries Management ï Inland 

Background

Rich Zweifel



\
Fisheries Management - Aquatic Stewardship

Background

John Navarro 



What is an Aquatic Habitat Biologist?

Overview

ÅFisheries Biologist 

Å1 AHB currently in D1, D3, & D5

ÅDirection from District Fish 
Management Supervisors and 
Aquatic Stewardship Administrator

ÅCore responsibilities focus on 
aquatic stewardship

Josh

Ethan
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H2Ohio Wetlands and Large Rivers Habitat Projects

Roles and Responsibilities

ÅGovernor Mike DeWineôs H2Ohio 
Wetlands and Rivers Program

ÅServe as Project Lead for H2Ohio 
Projects within our districts



H2Ohio Wetlands and Large Rivers Habitat Projects

ÅCookôs Creek Golf Course

ÅGenevieve Jones - Appalachian Ohio Alliance

 

Roles and Responsibilities



H2Ohio Wetlands and Large Rivers Habitat Projects

ÅScioto River Fish Movement 
Study

 

Roles and Responsibilities



\
H2Ohio Wetlands and Large Rivers Habitat Projects

Roles and Responsibilities

Partnership with Butler County SWCD, City of Oxford, and Miami 
University to remove Ruder Preserve Dam and modify the 
Equestrian Center

 



Aquatic Diversity Research and Survey Support

Roles and Responsibilities

ÅProvide support for OSU Ohio Biodiversity Conservation Partnership

ÅAquatic Diversity/Restoration Projects

 

Photo Credit: OSU 

Photo Credit: OSU 
Darter Reintroduction Survey GMR

Brook Trout Survey NE Ohio
OSU Mussel Research Facility

Photo Credit: Toledo Zoo

Maumee River Lake Sturgeon Release



Aquatic Invasive Species

Roles and Responsibilities

Lead efforts for AIS through monitoring, 
eradication, control, education, and outreach

 

Alum Creek

Round Goby Invasion at Whetstone Park

Photo Credit: Paul Skawinski 

Invasive Carp Search and Destroy Missions

Environmental DNA 
Sampling on Muskingum 

River



Grants and Supplemental Funding

Roles and Responsibilities

Seek federal and state grants for aquatic habitat 
restoration and species conservation  



NFWF America the Beautiful Challenge Cloverlick  Creek

Roles and Responsibilities

ÅAwarded ~ 1.1 million with 920k Match H2Ohio Rivers Initiative

ÅAligns with goals the ATBC and DOW both seek to foster



Communicate and Engage with Partners

Roles and Responsibilities

Develop and maintain partnerships with watershed and diversity groups

2024 Wildlife Diversity Partners Meeting 


