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Ohio Department of Agriculture 
(ODA) Invasive Plants Rule 
(authority under ORC 901.50). 

• Implemented January 2018 and 
revised February 2023.

• Listing requires formal 
assessment.

• List revised by appointed 5-
member advisory committee as 
necessary.

• The rule: https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-
administrative-code/rule-901:5-30-01
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The initial 15 aquatic/facultative invasive 
(or potentially invasive) spp. (2018):
• Flowering rush (Butomus umbellatus)

• Brazilian waterweed (Egeria densa) 1

• Giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) 1

• Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata) 1

• European frog-bit (Hydrocharis morsus-ranae) 1

• Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) 2

• European wand loosestrife (L. virgatum) 3

• Parrotfeather (Myriophyllum aquaticum) 1

• Eurasian watermilfoil (M. spicatum)

• Yellow floating-heart (Nymphoides peltata) 1

• Common reed (Phragmites australis)

• Curly-leaf pondweed (Potamogeton crispus)

• Water chestnut (Trapa natans) 3

• Narrow-leaf cattail (Typha angustifolia)

• Hybrid cattail (Typha x glauca)

Default: Common and widespread 
within Ohio.
1. Uncommon or of limited range 

within Ohio.
2. Also listed as a noxious weed
3. Not yet present in Ohio.

ODA Invasive Plants Rule
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The 19 newly listed aquatic/facultative plants (2023):
• Pinnate mosquitofern (Azolla pinnata) 1

• Anchored water hyacinth (Eichhornia* azurea) 1*

• Indian swampweed (Hygrophila polysperma) 4**

• Yellow flag iris (Iris pseudacorus) 1, 2, 3

• African oxygen weed (Lagarosiphon major) 2

• Asian marshweed (Limnophila sessiliflora)

• European water-clover (Marsilea quadrifolia) 4

• Arrowleaf false pickerelweed (Monochoria hastata)

• Heartshape false pickerelweed (Monochoria vaginalis)

• Brittle waternymph (Najas minor) 1, 3

• Duck lettuce (Ottelia alismoides)

• Water lettuce (Pistia stratiotes) 2, 4

• Reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) 3, 5

• Arrowhead (Sagittaria sagittifolia) 1

• Crack willow (Salix fragilis) 1, 4

• Common salvinia (Salvinia minima) 2

• Giant salvinia (Salvinia molesta)

• Simple bur-reed (Sparganium erectum) 1

• Water soldier (Stratiotes aloides)

* Proposed move to Pontederia

** News

ODA Invasive Plants Rule

Default: Not yet present in Ohio’s wild.
1. Potential competitor with native 

congeners.
2. Sometimes sold as ornamental.
3. Common in Ohio.
4. Uncommon in Ohio. 
5. Except when sold as animal feed.
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Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata)
• Listing status: invasive.

• Monoecious biotype recently given 
subspecific status (H. verticillata 
peregrina).

• Submerged and similar to native 
waterweeds (but whorls of mostly 5 
leaves with serrations on midribs).

• Continues spread into Ohio’s interior 
(especially transported on 
boats/equipment from the Ohio R.).
– Large stand discovered in 2022 now 

being managed on Alum Creek Lake, 
Delaware Co.

– Stand discovered in north Seneca Lake 
in 2024 (Muskingum Watershed Cons. 
Dist.): contractor will experiment with 
mud-flat treatments.

– Additional new observations in Mosquito 
Creek, Cuyahoga, and West Branch 
Rocky rivers (NE) and Cow, Flatfoot, 
Willow, and Spruce creeks (SE).

USGS NAS: accessed Feb. 2025

Kathryn Hamman, MWCD (2024)
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Water Lettuce (Pistia stratiotes)
• Listing status: invasive.

• Free-floating with unattached roots, 
distinctly striated leaves.

• Considered fragile this far north 
(unknown if any current 
observations overwintered).

• Still relatively uncommon to Ohio.

• New observations:
– Blacklick Creek (central); Baldwin, 

Euclid, and East Branch Nimishillen 
creeks (NE); and Greenville Creek 
(W).

– Stands I reported in Delaware 
(2023) and Franklin cos. (2024) not 
yet represented.

USGS NAS: accessed Feb. 2025

Eugene Braig (2024)
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Yellow Floating-heart (Nymphoides peltata)

• Listing status: invasive.

• Water-lily like, but small with 
distinctly frilled flowers.

• Still relatively uncommon to 
Ohio.

• Stalled for decades (no new 
reports 1940–2005), but 
recently on the move.

• New observations:
– Aurora Branch, Marsh and 

Swine creeks (NE) and Pone 
Run (E).

USGS NAS: accessed Feb. 2025
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European Frog-bit (Hydrocharis morsus-ranae)

• Listing status: invasive.

• Water-lily like, but tiny and 
free-floating with unattached 
roots.

• Northern species: first 
invaded Ohio in Lake Erie’s 
western marshes.

• Observed in NE Ohio 
marshes by 2022.

• Now surprisingly widespread 
to Ohio’s coastal marshes.

USGS NAS: accessed Feb. 2025

Dave Brenner, MI Sea Grant
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European Frog-bit (Hydrocharis morsus-ranae)

USGS NAS: accessed Feb. 2025

Dave Brenner, MI Sea Grant

Eugene Braig (2018)
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Parrotfeather (Myriophyllum aquaticum)

• Listing status: invasive.

• Similar to other submerged 
watermilfoils but with some 
rather “rubbery” looking 
emergent stems–leaves.

• Still relatively uncommon to 
Ohio.

• New observations:
– Patterson Creek (E), Coates 

Run (SE), and Shawnee Creek 
(SW).

– Stand I reported in Delaware Co. 
(2023) not yet represented.

USGS NAS: accessed Feb. 2025

Ryan  Wersal, MSU
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Water-hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes)

• Listing status: not listed (but 
perhaps it should be).

• Free-floating with unattached roots; 
thick, glossy leaves; inflated, 
bulbous petioles; and showy flower 
spikes.

• Still relatively uncommon to Ohio.

• New observations:
– Crooked Creek (NW); Baldwin 

Creek, city of Medina, Griswold 
Creek, and Boston Run (NE); 
Greenville Creek (W); and 
Olentangy River and Grave Creek 
(central).

– Stand I reported in Franklin Co. 
(2024) not yet represented.

USGS NAS: accessed Feb. 2025

Eugene Braig (2024)
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Brazilian Waterweed (Egeria densa)

• Listing status: invasive.

• Submerged and similar to 
native waterweeds (but 
whorls of mostly 4 leaves 
along dense nodes and 
conspicuous-but-small white 
flowers in bloom).

• Still uncommon to Ohio.

• New observation:
– Cahoon Creek on Lake Erie 

(NE).

USGS NAS: accessed Feb. 2025

Mark Warman, ex-Cleveland Metroparks (2023)
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Indian Swampweed (Hygrophila polysperma)

• Listing status: invasive.

• Similar to native Ludwigia spp. 
(but mostly submerged where 
Ludwigia spp. are mostly 
emergent).

• Brand new invasion (discovered 
2024):
– Rare to Ohio excepting 11 miles 

of the upper Mad River (W) 
spanning Logan and Champaign 
cos.

– The interesting case of a tropical 
species in a coldwater stream…

USGS NAS: accessed Feb. 2025

Noah Ganson, Trout Unlimited (2024)
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Pondweed (no common name: 

Potamogeton wrightii)

• Listing status: unexpected and 
unlisted.

• Similar to native pondweeds…but 
aren’t they all?

• Didn’t quite match pondweeds 
known to Ohio.

• Collected during Hydrilla surveys 
and identified using genetics in 
2024. (A 2021-collected specimen 
was similarly later identified.)

• Brand new invasion:
– Only known to Alum Creek Lake 

(upper Scioto watershed).

USGS NAS: accessed Feb. 2025

Mark Warman, ex-Cleveland Metroparks (2024)
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• ODW’s clearinghouse for related issues:

https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr/discover-
and-learn/safety-conservation/fish-

management/aquatic-invasive-species/aquatic-
invasive-species-resources

Information resources
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U.S. Geological Survey’s (USGS) Nonindigenous Aquatic Species 
(NAS) database:
• Links to frequently updated range maps, collection info, and 

detailed fact sheets (with ID) for catalogued species.
• Depends on user reports (so please submit your reports).
• Seems to find most frequent use among agency professionals.
• Staff botanist: Ian Pfingsten (ipfingsten@usgs.gov)

http://nas.er.usgs.gov/

Information resources

mailto:ipfingsten@usgs.gov
http://nas.er.usgs.gov/
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New edition!

• Gabriel, T., J. Navarro, E. 
Braig, and M. Warman (eds.). 
2024. Ohio field guide to 
aquatic invasive species, 
second ed. Ohio Sea Grant 
College Program and Ohio 
Department of Natural 
Resources, Columbus.

• http://ohiodnr.gov/static/docum
ents/wildlife/fish-
management/OSU_AIS_Field
Guide_Web.pdf

Information resources
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Eugene Braig,

Chair, Ohio Aquatic 
Invasive Species 
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614-292-3823

braig.1@osu.edu

OAISC semi-annual 

meeting, Glen Helen 

Nature Preserve, 

Yellow Springs, OH,

24 June 2025
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