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AIS and Recreational Boating

• Annual Economic Impact: $170 billion



https://stopaquatichitchhikers.org/prevention/
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Great Lakes Aquatic Invasive Species Landing Blitz

• Collaborative outreach campaign to raise awareness about preventing the spread of aquatic 
invasive species through recreational boating and related activities

• Local volunteers partner with state agencies to deliver consistent messaging about preventing 
the introduction and spread of AIS from the movement of watercraft and equipment between 
water bodies at both public and private boating access sites throughout the state

• Effort occurs during a set timeframe

• Event is promoted locally and statewide. 
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Great Lakes Aquatic Invasive Species Landing Blitz

• Collaborative outreach campaign to raise awareness about preventing the 
spread of aquatic invasive species through recreational boating and related 

activities
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Event Website: https://www.glc.org/work/blitz

•Annual Event
•2022 Dates: July 1-10

•Locations

•Partners

•How to Prevent the Spread of AIS

•Media Information and State 
Contacts

https://www.glc.org/work/blitz
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Voluntary stewardship program to keep 
Ohio’s coastal and inland waterway resources 
clean

Boaters pledge to follow environmental best 
management practices

Conduct outreach at recreational boating 
events & provides training to other 
educators in the field

go.osu.edu/cleanboaterpledge
go.osu.edu/cleanmarinasyoutube

The Ohio Clean Boater 
Program

https://ohioseagrant.osu.edu/outsourced/forms/view.php?id=23843
go.osu.edu/cleanmarinasyoutube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1DGljPX93U0&list=PL8_Hl_KPBTkzzOdYpQ_06crFm5mLTN_wN&index=1


The Ohio Clean 
Marinas Program

Encourages voluntary, incentive-based participation

Educates marinas & boaters on best management practices

Provides compliance assistance & training workshops

Administers the Ohio Clean Boater Program

Improves Water Quality and Wildlife Habitat

Protects 3,965 square miles of water & 312 miles of shoreline

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1DGljPX93U0&list=PL8_Hl_KPBTkzzOdYpQ_06crFm5mLTN_wN&index=1
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Recreational Water User Guidance
See https://stopaquatichitchhikers.org/prevention/#clean-drain-dry

for additional guidance

Inspect, Clean, Drain, and Dry

Waders
 Rope
 Anchor
Dip net
 Field gear
 Bilge
 Livewell
 Trailer

 Bait containers
 Paddles
 Floats
Mask & Snorkel 
Wetsuit
 ATVs
Decoys
 Blinds

https://stopaquatichitchhikers.org/prevention/#clean-drain-dry


Clean Marina BMPs
Good: Provide signage educating your boaters 

how to Clean, Drain, Dry their vessels.

Better: Provide training workshops educating 

boaters about aquatic invasive species.

Best: Provide training and an aquatic invasive 

species wash pad or powerwashing services to 
boaters. https://www.wildlifeforever.org/store/

https://www.wildlifeforever.org/store/


Clean Boater 
BMPsGood Practices :

CLEAN off visible plants, animals, mud and debris from all equipment 
before leaving water access

DRAIN water from motor, bilge, livewell & other water containing 
devices before leaving water access.

DRY everything with a towel before reuse or allow to sit for 5 days.

INSPECT boats, trailers & all equipment

PLAN & RECORD your efforts



Clean Boater 
BMPsBetter Practices:

CLEAN – DRAIN – DRY – INSPECT – RECORD

Cold Rinse boats, trailers and equipment with garden hose 

Disinfect with a mild bleach (0.5 oz/quart water) or salt solution 
(2/3 cup/gallon water) on all equipment



Clean Boater 
BMPsBest Practices:

CLEAN – DRAIN – DRY – DECONTAMINATE
High Pressure Rinse with a pressure washer in a wash 
line for boats/trailer

CLEAN – DRAIN – DRY – DECONTAMINATE
Hot Pressure Rinse with pressure washer with water 
above 140° F in a wash line for boats/trailers.

Exceptional Practices:

A note about chemicals: Always follow directions and get guidance!
Chemicals may: Damage equipment or components, cause environmental 
damage, harm human health, or may not be effective against many AIS species.
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2020 – Webinar on Partner Efforts and Resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afLe9c3A8Ng

•Ohio organizations taking steps to 
help with AIS education and 
prevention:
• Ohio Clean Marinas Program
• ODNR Division of Wildlife
• ODNR Parks & Watercraft 
• Ohio Sea Grant
• Ohio State University Extension
• Lake Erie Charter Boat Association
• Cleveland Metroparks
• Old Woman Creek National Estuarine 

Research Reserve

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afLe9c3A8Ng


OHIO SEA GRANT AND STONE LABORATORY2021 Invasive Species 
Webinar Series

AIS, What’s That? An overview of Aquatic Invasive 
Animals and Plants in Ohio 

Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers! Tips and Resources on Aquatic 
Invasive Species

Don’t Forget about the Plants! Terrestrial Invasive Plants in 
Ohio

Become a Citizen Scientist: Invasives of Concern in Ohio 
and How you Can Help

Terrestrial Invasive Animals: Spotlight on Wild Boar

Visit https://www.youtube.com/TheOhioDNR to watch the 
recordings.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2FTheOhioDNR%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0G41GBy3jPSUZA2ANzXHsUWfrPQ4U5WEzduvMKQdtmj-K16wvMnXpJQ1o&data=04%7C01%7CAlyssa.Yaple%40dnr.ohio.gov%7C8a9fb7d04a4548998a3408d940b77916%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637611979166299085%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mDgxWVB%2BmE1DVDHUC9vitO6ktXSxrKIae7q63qah%2Bh8%3D&reserved=0
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2022 – Stay Tuned and Participate!

•RFP to local organizations to enhance 
outreach during July 1-10

•At least 1 awardee in Ohio

•Ohio Clean Marinas Program, Ohio Sea 
Grant, Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources partnering to offer guidance, 
assistance, support where possible 

https://www.glc.org/work/blitz

https://www.glc.org/work/blitz
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https://www.glc.org/work/blitz

Local volunteers partner 

with state and provincial 

agencies to deliver 

consistent messaging about 

preventing the introduction 

and spread of AIS from the 

movement of watercraft and 

equipment between water 

bodies. Information on these 

events, including 

educational materials, 

locations and volunteer 

opportunities are posted on 

this page as they become 

available.

Boaters and other 

recreators learn about the 

risks of spreading aquatic 

invasive species (AIS) at 

public and private boating 

access sites across the 

Great Lakes region every 

summer. The Great Lakes 

AIS “Landing Blitz” events 

take place over a two-week 

period, emphasizing the 

need to Clean, Drain, 

Dry boats whenever they 

come out of the water, 

and Dispose of any 

unwanted bait in the trash. July 1 -10, 2022

Join the Great Lakes AIS Landing Blitz

https://www.glc.org/work/blitz


Create an AIS Prevention Kit
(or encourage staff/colleagues/others to do so)
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Encourage or Conduct AIS 
Outreach

Organize:

• A boat wash

• An inspection line

• An educational display

Appropriate for:

• Adults and Kids!

• Ages 7 – 16+

• 3 – 10 people (with 2+ Adults)
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Resources for Boat Wash Stations
• Clean Boats, Clean Tournaments

• YouTube Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13FfNNWFyGk

• Boat Wash at Fishing Tournament Brochure: 
https://publications.aqua.wisc.edu/product/clean-boats-clean-
tournaments-how-about-a-boat-wash-station-at-our-tournament/

• BMPs to Inspect and Wash Fishing Tournament Boats: 
https://publications.aqua.wisc.edu/product/clean-boats-clean-
tournaments-best-management-practices-to-inspect-and-wash-fishing-
tournament-boats/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13FfNNWFyGk
https://publications.aqua.wisc.edu/product/clean-boats-clean-tournaments-how-about-a-boat-wash-station-at-our-tournament/
https://publications.aqua.wisc.edu/product/clean-boats-clean-tournaments-best-management-practices-to-inspect-and-wash-fishing-tournament-boats/
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Support and Promote Ohio’s Efforts

•Events as part of AIS Blitz

•Press releases

•Social Media and YouTube 
content leading up to, 
during, and after July 1-10

https://www.glc.org/work/blitz

https://www.glc.org/work/blitz


Connect, share, post with us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/OhioCleanMarinasCleanBoaters

Find Out More:
ohiocleanmarinas@osu.edu
ohioseagrant.osu.edu/clean

glcleanmarina.org
facebook.com/ OhioCleanMarinasCleanBoaters

Ohio Clean Marina & Boater Resources –
ohioseagrant.osu.edu/clean

Ohio AIS Field Guide: 
https://ohioseagrant.osu.edu/p/4j7wz

AIS in the Great Lakes Fact Sheet: 
https://ohioseagrant.osu.edu/p/6bdd5

AIS Best Practices for Boaters YouTube 
Video: https://go.osu.edu/cmais

Clean Boats, Clean Tournaments YouTube 
Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13Ff
NNWFyGk

Thank You!

http://www.facebook.com/OhioCleanMarinasCleanBoaters
ohioseagrant.osu.edu/clean
https://ohioseagrant.osu.edu/p/4j7wz
https://ohioseagrant.osu.edu/p/6bdd5
https://go.osu.edu/cmais
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13FfNNWFyGk

