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Whetstone Park

ÅManaged by Columbus Rec and Parks
ÅCasting Pond

ÅOne acre pond near the Olentangy River
ÅFishing agreement with DOW 2023
ÅPopular pond for fishing events and local community
ÅStocked with Largemouth Bass, Bluegill and Redear Sunfish, 

Channel Catfish, Rainbow Trout and Grass Carp

Photo: Timothy Rose



Whetstone Park - April 1st 2023

ÅRound Goby caught by 
ÑŔůШÂċƖťĲƖќƚШƚŸŰШƽőŔũĲШ
fishing for Rainbow Trout
ÅWhere the heck did it 

come from!?



Round Goby т What is it?

ÅÉůċũũШĤĲŰƣőŔĦШŉŔƚőШыůċǂШΝΜњь
ÅLooks very similar to native Mottled Sculpins
ÅљÂĲƖŉĲĦƣњШŔŰƻċƚŔƻĲШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚ

Round Goby

Mottled Sculpin



Round Goby т Where did they come from?

ÅNative to Black and Caspian Sea
Å7ƖŸƨŊőƣШĤǃШƚőŔƓШĤċũũċƚƣШƽċƣĲƖШŔŰШΝΦΦΜќƚ
ÅQuickly spread throughout Great Lakes



Round Goby т Impacts in the Great Lakes

ÅPredate on native fish and eggs as well as 
competition with native fish
ÅClosed season on Smallmouth Bass

ÅQuickly become dominant benthic species in Lake 
Erie
ÅEaten by other fish and Lake Erie Watersnake



Whetstone Park Investigation

ÅODNR- DOW staff investigate
ÅIs it a one-off or more present?
ÅDifficult detecting a small, benthic fish in a large pond
ÅNo more gobies detected



Round Goby Reported July 13, 2024

ÅText from John Navarro
ÅGoby caught in Adena Brook @ Whetstone

ÅCoordinate with Brian Zimmerman (OSU)



Monday July 15, 2024

ÅFMD1 and Brian Zimmerman investigate picture
ÅLearned it was caught at fishing derby 
ÅTried finding the original person reporting

Å7ƖŔċŰШüќƚШĦƖĲƽШƚĲŔŰĲĬШƽŔƣőШċШƚůċũũШťŔĦťШƚĲŔŰĲ
Å10 - ΝњШŊŸĤŔĲƚШƚċůƓũĲĬШŔŰШΞΜШƚĲĦŸŰĬƚ
ÅSampled several other spots with seine and backpack 

shocker
ÅSeveral more gobies captured т note - no fish shocked



Whetstone Casting Pond



Whetstone Casting Pond Ditch

ΡΜΜќ



Whetstone Casting Pond Ditch



Whetstone Casting Pond т Gobies

Å7ƖŔċŰќƚШĦƖĲƽШƚċůƓũĲĬШ§ũĲŰƣċŰŊǃЯШ?ŔƣĦőЯШAdena 
Brook and Wetlands near Brook т No more Gobies 
found
ÅAction needed to address gobies
ÅContacted City of Columbus Recreation and Parks
ÅTina Mohn т City Contact
ÅCity shut off well to draw down water while planning 

takes place

ÅWork with Admin and City for plan of action



Whetstone Casting Pond т Gobies 

ÅManagement Options
1. Drain the pond?
2. Rotenone ?
3. Drain and Rotenone?

ÅWhat to do with desirable fish (non-gobies)?
ÅPublic Notice?



Rotenone 

ÅZoecone т Single Maker of Rotenone in US
ÅLiquid unavailable
ÅPowder available т Drop shipping takes one week
ÅApplicator License Required to buy/apply
Å9ċŰќƣШĲċƣШŉŔƚő
ÅPublic perceptions?
ÅDoes not kill fish eggs



Whetstone Casting Pond Action Plan

ÅPublic Notice/Outreach
ÅCity is more nimble with media outreach
ÅDOW subject matter experts help inform message
ÅTraditional and social media outlets



Whetstone Casting Pond Action Plan



Whetstone Casting Pond Action Plan



Whetstone Casting Pond т Day 1

Team ABP - 
Always Be Pumping! 



Whetstone Casting Pond т Sediment 



Whetstone Casting Pond т Fish



Whetstone Casting Pond т Day 3


