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BACKGROUND: PRE-INTERNSHIP

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

School of Environment and Natural Resources

Sustainability Intern Advanced Drainage Systems

I applied to many internships this past year, relating to both my 
EEDS major and fashion minor. I ended up spending my summer 
(and this school year) interning at ADS.

• I gained this internship through the director of sustainability, 
who I worked with on a project for one of my classes.

• Built a connection and then applied for the position

ADS’ “catchphrase”; this is all over the headquarters and in
presentations. It is the company’s purpose for what they do.

• ADS is headquartered in Hilliard, Ohio; 20-minute drive from 
OSU’s campus

• The company makes plastic drainage piping for construction 
and water maintenance

• They work to “protect Earth’s most valuable resource: water”

MY TIME AT ADVANCED DRAINAGE SYSTEMS (ADS) INTERNSHIP REFLECTION AND ADVICE

Thank you to Nicole Voss for being a wonderful mentor and 
manager throughout my time at ADS. Thank you to Chase Hooley 
for setting the entire internship program up, and for always being a 
helpful resource and contact. 

ADS Logo: this is on all their merch and the company headquarters. The iconic 
green line is also on all their pipes, which separates them from competitors.

My project group and I for BUS Sustainability II last semester, which is how I met Nicole!

For my future:
• I enjoyed getting experience in corporate sustainability, but I hope
to continue corporate social responsibility at a fashion/retail brand
• My dream is to work for a company such as Reformation, 
Patagonia, or Djerf Avenue
• I have applied to a variety of internships, however, as I want to 
broaden my horizons and get as much experience as possible 
Recommendations: 
•ADS  is an incredible internship experience , and it is a wonderful 
company to work for
•One of the most useful ways to gain an internship is from 
connections, even those that seem meaningless can be beneficial 
•Be personable! 

My title was the Sustainability Intern, and the ESG department 
is located within marketing a branding, so I got exposure to 
these areas as well.  
• I worked with 9 other interns, all of whom were engineers, 

which was an adjustment 
• The internship program gave us opportunities to meet 

people in every department across the company
• Got to go on multiple plant/site visits during our time
• Participated in a company-wide community clean up

This is the other interns and I on our first day at ADS! We spent the day 
hearing from all the executives and C-suite members of the company. 

Some of the interns and I at the community park clean up event. We spent 2 hours picking. 
up litter and debris around the park. 

Picture of ADS pipe in storage at one of the plants from our plant visits. We went to a 
recycling plant in Clarion, Pennsylvania and a pipe pant in Waverly, New York. 

• This internship related to my future career goals, as it 
solidified that I am interested in the corporate side of 
sustainability. 

• I also made great connections and learned invaluable 
skills like giving formal presentations, communication, 
data analysis, OpenLCA, and more.

• Sustainability is deeply embedded into ADS’ culture and 
mission, which is the kind of company I want to work for.

Many members of the ADS company at the community park clean up. It was great to 
see everyone come together for a community service day. During the summer, I did not have one main

project. Instead, I worked on a variety of things, 
such as:
• Auditing data on each plant’s water, electricity, 

natural gas, and water usage for the fiscal year 
2023.

• Gathered spend data on travel, commuting,
purchased goods and services, and more to
estimate the scope 3 emissions from FY23

• Assisted Nicole with editing and reviewing the 
FY2023 Sustainability Report

• Benchmarked ADS’ current and future 
sustainability endeavors against those of their 
competitors

• Received formal training on Open Life Cycle 
Assessments from a GreenDelta Sustainability 
Consultant

As I continue at ADS during the school year, my 
focus will be to gather data for and complete the 
LCAs for every ADS product. 


