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As the Education Intern, I assisted the FSWCD’s 
Education Team with many programs throughout 
the summer. One of my main responsibilities was 
to lead programs at different branches of the 
Columbus Metropolitan Library for their Summer 
Reading Challenge. 

Our educational programs are created to educate 
children about the importance of having healthy 
soil and water, and what can be done to protect 
these natural resources. 

Educate children on the importance of 
soil and water in our lives

I would like to thank Director of the FSWCD Jennifer Fish, 
Education Specialists Linda Pettit & Amy Tressler, and my 
high school teacher Mrs. Lara Hamilton. These 
individuals have all contributed to my success and have 
further inspired my passion for the environment. 

Be a part of amazing events throughout the 
county

Work side by side with environmental 
professionals and learn from them

The Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District is 
a local government organization in Columbus, OH. 
Its mission is to promote responsible land use 
decisions for the conservation, protection and 
improvement of soil and water resources by 
providing information and assistance through 
effective partnering, technical guidance and 
education.

A teacher of mine from high school encouraged 
me to apply to the FSWCD my sophomore year of 
college and I was hired as an outreach intern in 
summer 2022. I was rehired as the education 
intern in summer 2023 and am currently working 
intermittently throughout this school year. I hope 
to continue interning with the FSWCD next 
summer and further grow my experience. 

Not only does the FSWCD have employees who are all 
passionate about the environment, but we also have 
numerous partners who all strive to make our 
communities better places for both humans and nature. 

Working at the FSWCD has allowed me to use my own 
expertise from my studies  as well as learn even more 
from those I have worked with, including coworkers, 
partners, and other interns.

Image of a stormwater control wetland in a subdivision in Blacklick, Ohio created 
by the FSWCD. This field of native plants helps to slow & filter stormwater 
carrying runoff pollution, which protects the health of our waterways

Programs I led over the summer included:
• Painting with Soil: create pictures using 

different colors of soil samples
• Soil is Alive: explore the many different 

organisms that live in the soil and learn why 
they are important

• Soil Erosion Simulator: run a scientific 
experiment to learn about soil erosion

• Rain Fish: learn about how litter in the street 
ends up in our waterways 

• Enviroscape: Visualize where different types 
of water pollution come from in a community 
and learn how to prevent it

An important part of the FSWCD’s mission is 
community outreach, and we often do that by 
attending events in many different 
communities. We set up tables with 
information about services we provide as well 
as information on how citizens can protect 
soil and water resources in their own 
backyards. 

Some events I have attended on behalf of the 
FSWCD have been: 
• Habitat for Humanity Flower Sale (top picture)
• RiverFest (bottom picture)
• Grove City EcoFest
• Storybook Forest at Ohio History Center
• And more!

Image above: Outreach intern Rachael and I looking at shale during a geology hike 
at Blendon Woods for a teacher workshop

Me (bottom middle) sampling macroinvertebrate for stream 
quality monitoring at Hellbranch Meadows restoration site
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