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BACKGROUND

About the Position:

The Division of Forestry
• One of 8 divisions within the Ohio Department of Natural

Resources (ODNR)
• Manages 24 state forests encompassing over 200,000 acres
• Forests are mainly used for timber production, habitat

conservation, protection of soil and water, and recreation

The Natural Resource Technician
• Based out of the ODNR Headquarters in Columbus, Ohio
• Most work occurred within several Central Ohio state forests
• Primary duty: boundary marking in Shawnee State Forest to

delineate state property

Finding the Position

Career Fair:
September 2021, I attended an OSU/Handshake Environmental
and Sustainability Career Fair (virtual). I spoke with an ODNR
representative regarding an internship opportunity for Summer
2022.

I mentioned that I was looking for something this Spring and
asked if there were any additional opportunities that she was
aware of. She brought up that her colleague was looking to
assemble a team of boundary markers for Winter and Spring and
asked me to send her my resume if I was interested.

She did not give much information at that time about the
position, so I tailored my resume as much as possible, then sent
it to her the next day. Several weeks later, I had a video call
interview and a few weeks after that, I had the job.

ODNR Headquarters on Morse Road

ON THE JOB

Boundary Marking in Shawnee

• 10-15 hour days: 2-4 hours of driving, 8-11 hours marking

• Hike 2-5 miles through various terrains and brush per day

• Utilize maps and GPS to locate specific segments of boundary

• Monitor and report signs of encroachment

• Paint yellow marks on previously marked trees

• (Marking occurs every 5 years to avoid re-surveying)

Shawnee State Forest Boundary Map

Our ream was responsible for 44 sections of boundary, between 1-4 miles each. The terrain of each
section varied greatly, making every hike different. We had to plan out which sections we could do, as
we had limited vehicles.

Additional Responsibilities

• Office Tasks
• Inventoried and organized real estate documents
• Created spreadsheets to track current and historic agreements and 

expirations
• Coordinated shipments for forestry maps and signage

• Trail Marking/Maintenance
• Demarcated Logan Backpacking Trail, Tar Hallow State Forest
• Removed minor obstructions from trails for visitor safety
• Identified and reported large obstructions requiring additional 

equipment

• Miscellaneous
• Removed fallen state tree from private property
• Additional boundary marking around the Zanesville Nursery
• Operated and managed state vehicles

REFLECTION

Fitting Within My Aspirations

I really enjoyed working with the Division of Forestry. My co-
workers all seemed to be passionate about their jobs and tried to
make the most of every day. I have been offered to continue for
another 1000 hours after this internship, which is a nice fall back
in case I cannot find a full-time position there or elsewhere.

Full time positions in Columbus that I would be qualified for are
a little rare, so I will continue applying elsewhere but keep my
eyes open on Ohio Job boards.

My Overall Experience

Getting paid to be outside and see some of the best landscapes
that Ohio has to offer is a great perk of the job. That said, the
outdoor work was largely weather dependent, and with the
frequent rain and snow we experienced, this was not the most
reliable source of income. Fortunately, it was enough for me, but
it is something to consider for others who are interested.

The terrain was a bit treacherous at times, with steep slippery
slopes or dense patches of greenbrier. I think this helped keep
things interesting, but it was surprisingly exhausting work with
some wear and tear on the body, with an inherent risk of injury.

I appreciated my manager allowing us, and even encouraging us,
to shadow some of the other jobs within the department
throughout the internship. I will be spending a day or two with
urban forestry and ecological restoration in the coming weeks.

Great internship for active people not afraid to get messy.

Trail in Hocking State Forest

I had a spill…

RECCOMMENDATIONS

Boundary marking paint will inevitably get everywhere. Wear
clothing, boots, and packs that you don’t care to get paint on

Coveralls are great at minimizing how much paint gets on you or
in vehicles. It also provides an added layer of protection from the
green brier. Thick work gloves and comfortable boots are a must.

Beware of your surroundings. The terrain can be tricky,
sometimes dogs are about in the woods, and barbed wire
remnants are not uncommon. Work in pairs to maximize safety.

When your manager says to take advantage of the sights, take
advantage of the sights. We are out there to work, but it is also
important to appreciate why we are doing the work in the first
place.

CFAES: School of Environment and Natural Resources

ODNR: Division of Forestry Natural Resource Technician

My favorite state forest to work in so far has been Hocking State Forest. The trails have beautiful views
and amazing geological structures
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