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BACKGROUND
During this internship, I worked for Facilities 
Operation and Development at the Ohio State 
University in the Zero Waste office. The office is 
on west campus in Columbus, Ohio. This sect of 
Ohio State manages waste collection on campus, 
oversees zero-waste events (including zero waste 
at the football games), and manages recycling 
programs (including hard-to-recycle plastics pilot 
programs). I found this job on the OSU Workday 
website while looking for environmental and 
sustainability-related internships.

Gave tours of the Ohio Stadium

Sorted waste at OSU football games

Data entry for waste collection and 
truck routing – managed over 150 
buildings and gained data analytics 
skills

ON THE JOB - main duties &
accomplishments

REFLECTION
My career goal is to be a consultant for large 
corporations and increase their sustainability 
and efficiency. This experience relates to that 
goal because OSU is a large corporation, 
though many might not see it as such. In this 
position, I increased recycling initiatives and 
efficiency and worked with outside 
stakeholders.
Because of this internship, I was offered a job 
with one of the outside stakeholders we 
worked with for the pilot recycling program. I 
will be serving in a similar capacity in this new 
role as Junior Originator at Free Point Eco-
Systems. In this role, I will be finding new 
streams of hard-to-recycle plastics that can 
be bought and chemically recycled back into 
plastics.
The main recommendation I have for other 
students interested in a similar experience is 
to be open-minded and to just say “YES!” 
When I took this internship, it was solely to 
sort waste at football games. But it expanded 
into everything I was looking for in an 
internship and a job. And a job was then 
offered to me without having to search for 
one. That sort of experience may not happen 
for everyone, but you will never know if you 
don’t try.

Bailed 8 gaylords of plastic wrap that 
OSU had been collecting for a year

Managed Purple Bag Plastics 
Recycling pilot program

I managed over 150 buildings and gained 
data analytics skills.

I introduced 100 bins to two ambulatory 
locations on campus, which have diverted 
over 2,000 pounds of hard-to-recycle 
medical wrap and plastics in 6 months.

I have given six tours of the stadium 
where I informed visitors of the scale of 
the stadium and the implications of going 
to Zero Waste.

I worked at a station for the Amazing 
Race at OSU educating participants on 
sustainable lifestyle choices.For the fall of 2021, the Ohio Stadium 

diverted over 80% of waste from landfills!

Worked at various Zero Waste Events


