School of Environment and Natural Resources

Internship at MORPC hosted by the Village of

Buckeye Lake

Janelle Emmett | Environment, Economy, Development, and Sustainability (EEDS)

Where | Was

This past summer | was an intern at the Mid-Ohio
Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) in Columbus,
Ohio. The main goal of MORPC is to facilitate
relationships between different communities in the
Mid-Ohio region to help create and plan for a
sustainable future. They focus mainly on
transportation development but also play an
important role in multiple other industries. | found
this position on the SENR career development
resources page (this is a GREAT resource to find
opportunities!)
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| was placed at the Village of Buckeye Lake which is
located in both Fairfield and Licking county. | worked
mainly with their utilities department and parks and
recreation commission.
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What | Did

With the Village of Buckeye Lake being a smaller
community, | was able to be a part of many

different processes of local government and get a
feel for what | liked and disliked.

Some everyday tasks:

* Researching grants and funding opportunities

e Various office jobs (scanning, shredding, etc.)

My larger projects:

* Gathering GIS data in the field to improve the
current maps and database

* Planning a family fishing day as a summer
program for the parks and recreation
commission

* Creating a survey for the parks and recreation
commission to use when planning their budget
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One of the prize winners at the fishing day
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Reflections

* | didn’t have many expectations going into this
position, but it turned out amazing!

* |t provided clarity into which sectors and
industries interested me

* | am planning on looking into an internship in the
private sector to see if | like it more

| started looking into internships later than most
and | did not know what this position was going to
look like, but MORPC is a terrific organization who
really prioritize their interns and what to give them
as many opportunities and mentorship as possible.

Advice

e Start looking at internships early! There will be
more options and you can be pickier with where
you end up working

* You will hear this so many times but ASK
QUESTIONS! The people you work with (in a
healthy workplace) want to help you and people
in general like to feel needed — they won’t think
you’re stupid for asking a question | promise

 Don’t think of yourself as lesser because you are
“just an intern”

* Know your boundaries in the workplace, some
people will be difficult to work with and setting
strong boundaries is essential

* Say yes to things! It will grow you professionally
and as a person
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