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My Summer Internship at Bartos & Co.

Emma Hart: Environmental Policy Major

Background

- Name of Company: Bartos & Co.
- Title: Legal Intern
- Family & Tax Law Firm

- Location: Rocky River, Ohio (suburb of Cleveland,
Ohio)

- Dress code: Business casual

- Found the internship through a close friend
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Above: Bartos & Co. Logo

Bartos & Co. is a small family law firm located outside
of Cleveland, Ohio in Rocky River on the West side.
Family law primarily focuses on divorce and custody
proceedings. A family law lawyer typically meets with
a client and then decides how to go about their case
to best meet the wishes of the client. Clients seeking
out a family lawyer are most likely going through a
divorce or need a custody agreement to be putin
place. Lawyers will draft documentation related to the
divorce or custody dispute and handle all
correspondence with opposing counsel to reach an
agreement. Family law typically takes place in Juvenile
or Common Pleas court.

The attorneys at Bartos & Co. also did Guardian ad
Litem work where they were appointed by the court
to examine what was best in the interest of the child
This required home visits and submission of reports
and other paperwork to the judges in juvenile court.
GAL (Guardian ad Litem) work is typically heavily
discounted by the court. It is the appointed GAL's job
to represent the welfare of the child, not necessarily
the child or parents’ wishes. Family law is interesting
because of the variety of issues that can arise and
how they are addressed by court.

Daily Tasks
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Above: Cuyahoga County’s E-Filing System

Daily Tasks:

- Taking phone calls and messages for the attorneys
at the law firm

- Sending documents via email to opposing counsel
and clients

- Running court documents downtown to the
Cuyahoga Clerk of Courts and the Fiscal Office on
behalf of clients

- Drafting Motions and other documents as assigned
by the head attorney

- Filing Parenting Agreements and other court
documents online via e-filing systems

- Organized paper files in the firm’s files room

Cuyahoga County Probate Court and Clerk of Courts
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Days at Court
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| had the opportunity to sit in on several of my boss
cases this summer at Cuyahoga County Juvenile
Court. My boss acted as both a lawyer and as a
Guardian ad Litem on the cases | observed. It was a
great experience to see court proceedings and the
duties of a lawyer and a GAL.
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Projects

While at Bartos & Co., several of my projects included
drafting lengthier documents like Shared Parenting
Plans and printing out documents to start a file for a
new client.

Another project | was in charge of was organizing the
dead files room in the law office. All files from cases
that were no longer being worked on are placed in the
storage area and it was my job to organize the files.

Reflection

This internship was an amazing experience. Family
law is a very important field that can have a very
meaningful impact on someone’s life. | really enjoyed
working at a smaller law firm because it allowed me
to connect with my coworkers. | could see myself
working in family law firm in the future as a back up
option.

| also observed that while public speaking and being
persuasive is an important skill for lawyers, it is still
rather minimal compared to the other work a lawyer
does. Much of a lawyer’s time is spent on drafting
motions and preparing for court.

| would recommend anyone interested in
environmental law or public interest law to intern
here because it does have a positive impact on the
lives of clients. In the future | would love to get an
internship that is more closely related to
sustainability and environmentalism.

Me in the conference room on my last day
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