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Urban Farmer at Franklinton Farms

In 2021 I joined the club Students Advocating for Food 
Equity, which piqued my interest in food security and 
urban farming. With this club I have volunteered at 
Franklinton Farms several times. I was an AmeriCorps 
VISTA last year and enjoyed the program, so when I saw 
Franklinton Farms was hiring VISTAs this summer I 
decided to apply. After a working interview, they invited 
me to join the team!

An employee and volunteer selling produce and flowers at the 
Worthington Farmer’s Market.

Cornerstone Lot – possibly our largest production lot! Here we 
harvested cucumbers, zucchini, beets, basil, and so much more.

Franklinton, Ohio faces many economic, environmental, 
and social challenges. With very limited grocery store and 
transportation options, fresh produce is hard to come by, 
resulting in high rates of chronic nutrition-related health 
issues.

TYPICAL DUTIES

Day to day tasks would often include:

• Planting, harvesting, seeding

• Bed prepping (weeding, broad forking, spreading 
amendments)

• Processing produce (washing, bunching, etc.)

• Pest management

Thank you to Tess Primmer for being a knowledgeable 
and helpful supervisor, and to everyone I encountered at 
Franklinton Farms who was so welcoming and gracious. 
Thank you also to AmeriCorps for not only allowing me 
to have this experience but for allowing urban farms 
across America to get the help they need but cannot 
acquire themselves.

ABOUT FRANKLINTON FARMS

Less frequently, we would:

• Build high tunnels

• Set up irrigation

• Pack Weekly Harvest Packs

• Work the Farmer’s Market

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

REFLECTIONS

I canvased for and helped execute a free festival for all 
neighbors called Frankaloo! This event celebrated the 
community but also raised awareness of the program. 
We gave out pizza and wraps made from the farm’s 
produce, handed out free produce, had live music, and 
offered activity stations where visitors could make crafts 
like flower crowns or fairy gardens.

In my career I hope to eventually manage a community 
development program similar to Franklinton Farms, whether 
that be an urban farm, food co-op, or educational program. 
Consequently, this was the perfect opportunity to see inside of 
a nonprofit and learn hands-on skills, how to navigate conflicts 
in a struggling community, and how to not only run a successful 
well-received program but get it to be utilized by the people it’s 
for. It’s important to me that programs do not look down on the 
community but rather build self-sufficiency through community 
involvement, and Franklinton Farms is the perfect case study of 
community involvement done right.

I absolutely plan on attaining a similar job to this after 
graduation, and urge anyone interested in food security to do 
the same. Even if you are more interested in management, 
seeing a program from the inside where you get to interact with 
the community and understand the difficulties of the jobs 
required for the program is invaluable.

Katreena’s Garden – all of this was planted by us VISTAs during 
the summer! There are leeks, broccolini, and salad mix 
pictured.

Making fairy gardens using rocks, soil, chia seeds, and figurines 
with children from Franklinton at Frankaloo.

The entirety of the urban farmer team bed prepping the office 
lot and part of the U-Pick garden (right) and planting sweet 
potatoes (left).

Varieties of raspberries harvested at the farm!

Franklinton Farms is a non-profit in Franklinton whose 
mission is to nourish neighborhood wellbeing and 
connection through farming, gardening, and education. 
They acquire vacant lots and transform them into 
community gardens and production plots. Their U-Pick is 
available for anyone at any time, free of charge, and they 
run a Weekly Harvest Pack, a CSA allowing Franklinton 
residents to purchase produce for reduced cost based on 
needs. Remaining produce is sold at the Worthington 
Farmer’s Market and given out at South Park, the most 
depressed area of Franklinton. The produce is also used to 
make food in their food truck, Lettuce N’Joy.

Franklinton Farms also has an education team that puts on 
incredible programming with a variety of Franklinton 
residents – including preschoolers, women in recovery, 
seniors from Gladden Community House, or simply 
anyone that wants to stop by! They also bring in 
apprentices from the high school to work on the farm.
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