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Mission Statement

Chadwick Arboretum & Learning Gardens honors our Land-
Grant tradition by providing extensive and diverse plant 
collections for education, research, and enjoyment.

After the 2021 spring semester, I started volunteering with the 
arboretum. The volunteer session I mainly participated in was 
the Tree Mapping group. This group met once a week for two 
hours to check diameter breast height or DBH of trees and 
their condition. In early August, my predecessor left to teach 
English in Japan, and I was hired to take over her position. 

The Gardens

The Learning Garden
The main mission of this garden is to provide an educational 
environment for all. There is a large variety of plant material in 
this garden which provides an excellent outdoor lab for 
horticulture, landscape architecture, entomology, and plant 
pathology students.

The Lane Avenue Gardens
In 1979, the horticulture faculty and industry established this 
garden. Many plants from the old Horticulture Gardens were 
replanted at this location. This garden would be dedicated in 
honor of Dr. Lewis C. Chadwick, the arboretum’s founder. 

The Arboretum North
Considered the hidden gem of the arboretum. This garden 
contains a diverse willow collection, 3.5-acre research lake, and 
a planting of 1,000 trees native to Ohio. Also, it provides a great 

What is Chadwick Arboretum & Learning Gardens

The arboretum is an urban green space located at The Ohio 
State University main campus. There are three major gardens 
under the arboretums care, The Learning Gardens, Lane 
Avenue Gardens, and Arboretum North. The gardens contain 
annuals, perennials, trees, and shrubs, both native and non-
native to central Ohio. The green space serves as an outdoor 
classroom and laboratory for all ages and disciplines. 

Pros
• Very flexible schedule

• They understand that classes are a priority

• Can work at other volunteer events that might not align 
with your job.

• Get to work outside

• Friendly and awesome staff

• Paid

Cons
• Has been without a Director for two years so sometimes it 

feels like the organization is in limbo.

• But we do have two Interim Directors who do an 
awesome job at helping guide the arboretum towards its 
goals!

• Sometimes difficult to get lunch due to the parking 
situation at the university.

• Most hours must be worked during weekdays. 

Finding the Job

The other opportunities available while working at the arboretum

Pros and Cons of Working at the Arboretum

Map of the gardens under Chadwick’s care 

There are many other opportunities you can take advantage of 
when working at the arboretum. For example, I was able to 
help work on an ecosystem restoration project. This included 
the removal of invasive plants and the planting of native trees. 
This gave me experience in something that I couldn’t get in a 
class and isn’t part of my job duties at the arboretum. 

https://chadwickarboretum.osu.edu/

CFAES/SENR/Natural Resources Management/SENR

Chadwick Arboretum & Learning Gardens

What is the Job?

Example of measuring the diameter breast height or DBH of a tree

Laser printer used to make the arboretum’s signs

Tools used to make accession tags and 
what an accession tag looks like.  

Below is showing the ArcGIS map the 
arboretum uses to track all its plants and 
trees.

Tree Mapping
The main objective for this task is to input perennial plants 
and trees into ArcGIS Online. The location of these plants and 
trees are not the only thing inputted: DBH, plant date, species, 
common name, condition, etc. are also inputted. 

Running Volunteer Session
I run a volunteer session once a week for two hours. 
These sessions start in early April and run until mid 
November. Volunteers will help retrieve required 
information that I mentioned in the tree mapping section 
above. A good portion of our work at the arboretum is 
completed through volunteers. 

Accessioning
To become an arboretum, an organizations must label and 
track a certain number of trees and woody plants. I am 
tasked in making these tags and attaching them to newly 
planted trees and plants. These numbers are also inputted 
into ArcGIS Online. 

Memorial Tree and Bench Program
This program allows people to buy, adopt, or plant a tree 
or bench in the arboretum. My job is to talk to these 
customers from beginning to end and ensuring that tasks 
are completed within our timeline. 


