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Discover Boating With Columbus Recreation & Parks 

I found this job through the CFAES Career Fair. My goals 
for an internship were to be outside all summer and to 
feel like I was doing something worthwhile, and the 
Columbus Rec & Parks Department came through with 
this.

• “Connect the people of our community through the 
power of nature, wellness, and creativity.”

• Powell, Ohio, on the O’Shaughnessy Reservoir

• Instructor at the Discover Boating camp

Location of Discover Boating camp on the Scioto River

The dock we worked off of every day

We used three kinds of boats: Trinka, Topaz, and one 
Argo. We had one motorized rescue boat, and several 
canoes and kayaks as well as TONS of lifejackets!

• Groups of 2-4 were taught by one instructor

• Made learning a new skill fun!

A coworker & I sailing together

DUTIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

FUTURE IMPACTS

• Taught a group of 16 kids the basics of sailing, 
canoeing, and kayaking every week

• Usual Monday-Friday timeline of rigging, sailing, 
capsizing, a canoe trip, and family day!

• Gave the kids more responsibility – ages 10-16

Thank you to the Columbus Recreation & Parks 
Department team, especially the program coordinators 
and managers that made Discover Boating and the other 
camps possible! 

Outdoor programs like these are essential to a 
community, and I was so grateful to be a part of running 
them this summer.  Seeing the kids’ love for the outdoors 
grow was something I’ll never forget!

The garage we used for games, storing the boats, and the 
“office”

• Fit right into my major and specialization
• Planning on going into environmental law, however, I 

want to keep the relationships and skills that I learned 
this summer

• Teaching gave me confidence in myself

Boats lined up and ready to sail!

Testing the lifejackets!

RECOMMENDATIONS

• Wonderful coworkers and work environment
• Working with the city’s management structure takes 

some getting used to, but our summer went very 
smoothly

• You will have a BLAST!

Chilling on the dock
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