
By: Robert Riley

Background:

Over the summer of 2021 I was lucky enough to be an AmeriCorps 
Summer Vista at the UALC Community Garden in Hilliard Ohio. The
summer internship lasted 10 weeks and was a full-time paid position. 
Although the living stipend through AmeriCorps is low, it was more than 
enough considering the skills I learned and the people I met. The 
position was in collaboration with the Ohio Association of Foodbanks 
ShareCorps program . 

Above: UALC Community Garden 

Calling this a garden is a little misleading when taking into 
account how big the garden is and how much food is grown 
here. The garden is more accurately described as an urban farm, 
spanning a few acres, and growing thousands of pounds of 
produce, all given away free of charge to people in need. 

Below: Zucchini flower being visited by a honeybee

Finding the Job:

I was lucky enough to know the previous Vista worker at UALC, 
who highly recommended the job to me. Having his reference 
and contact information for the garden supervisor I reached out 
as soon as the position was posted. It was the first summer job I 
interviewed for, and I accepted the position right there on the 
spot after seeing the garden and meeting Irma the supervisor. It 
was easy to see this was the right decision for me. 

On the Job

Above: A typical days harvest at UALC in the middle of summer, 
hundreds of pounds a day.

The day-to-day at UALC was at times very challenging, especially 
during the heat advisories, but through it all it was the most 
enjoyable job I’ve ever had. A typical day at the garden meant 
organic fertilizers, lots of weeding, composting, and mainly 
harvesting. Once a week I also helped the garden at a farmers' 
market in Hilliard, where we didn’t sell produce from the farm, 
instead they paid for a booth for Refugees and Immigrants to sell 
their own food. It was always memorable to meet people from 
all over the world and learn about their lives and cuisine. 
Another amazing part of this internship was the weekly kids 
garden night that I had to lead. This was definitely out of my 
comfort zone, but through trial and error I became better at 
teaching children about gardening and the natural world. It was 
so thrilling to see children so excited about gardening and good, 
healthy food. 

Above: Myself weeding a bed of tomato plants and asparagus

Although UALC depends heavily on volunteers coming weekly, 
often on Saturdays, the bulk of the work was done by just three 
people. This meant that we always had something to get done, 
which made the days go by very fast. 

Top: A before picture of a garden bed
Bottom: An after picture of that same bed after a full-day of 
weeding

Reflection:
Looking back at the people I met and the skills I acquired, working for the 
UALC Community Garden may be the best decision I’ve ever made. I
helped the garden grow over 20,000 pounds of produce, a record for 
them, all of which was given away to families in need. I got to see 
firsthand the impact food insecurity  can have on families, which will 
undoubtedly impact my career path.  I believe I grew as a person, a 
worker, a professional, and a leader. Luckily, I have remained close to the 
garden and my supervisors and have frequently visited after my position 
ended and plan to continue to do so for years to come. 

Below: Myself and my supervisor Irma
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