School of Environment and Natural Resources

EARTHDAY.ORG Internship

Gavi Steinman (EEDS)
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Context
Internship Overview
. | work for EARTHDAY.ORG, an international environmental
non-profit based in Washington D.C.
. Like most employees for the organization, | work remotely
. My job title: Great Global Cleanup Assistant
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EARTHDAY.ORG

This image contains the EARTHDAY.ORG logo and slogan. (earthday.org/africa/)

EARTHDAY.ORG

. The organization’s mission statement is to “diversify, educate,
and activate the environmental movement worldwide”

. The organization coordinates trash cleanups, brings together

diverse stakeholders from across the world that are interested in
sustainable development, raise awareness about environmental
issues, and conducts political advocacy work

. The organization founded the Great Global Cleanup initiative
which is composed of hundreds of environmental organizations from
across the world
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One of the many cleanups coordinated by EARTHDAY.ORG.
(https://www.earthday.org/campaign/cleanup/)

Finding the Job

. | have interned for EARTHDAY.ORG in the past, and was offered
to return

. Originally, | discovered the organization through Handshake

On the Job

Frequent Duties

. Virtually Meeting with environmental stakeholders (scientists,
activists, and businesses) from across the world

. Proposing projects that accomplish objectives set out by the
organization such as growing the scope of the Great Global Cleanup

. Finding strong prospective local environmental non-profits for

the organization to collaborate with

US News/World Report

. Helping to coordinate an article on World Cleanup Day (Sep
16) featuring cleanups from across the world

. | have met with executives of participating environmental non-
profits for the initiative

. Frequently developing the organization of the project and the

status of participating environmental organizations.
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This image contains a section of the Global Cleanup map provided by EARTHDAY.ORG.
(https://www.earthday.org/campaign/cleanup/)

Networking
. EARTHDAY.ORG is having a campaign against plastics, so | have
met with scientists who study the effects of plastics on human and

ecological health

. | have met with both companies and nonprofits aspiring to
partner with EARTHDAY.ORG
. EARTHDAY.ORG is an international non-profit, so | have been

able to collaborate with its staff in its India and Africa chapters

EDU

. The objective is to reach the organization's efforts to college
students

. Students will run EARTHDAY.ORG university chapters to carry
out cleanups and raise environmental awareness

. Used ideas from other organizations that | take part in
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Reflecting

Relating to Career Aspirations

. May pursue a career in an environmental non-profit

. My work related to many areas within the world of
sustainability

. Developed many tools that apply to any job such as time

management and organization skills

Accountability,

Circular Reporting &

Economy - Governance

Carbon
Responsible Reduction
Sourcing X Targets

Supply Chain UN SDG
Transparency Partnership

This diagram shows the interdisciplinary nature of sustainability which allowed me to
network with a diverse set of stakeholders. (https://essexfurukawa.com/news/essex-
furukawa-announces-holistic-sustainability-approach-in-support-of-vision-2030/)

Plans Moving Forward

. The internship for ED goes until September 22

. Once my internship with ED concludes, | will resume my
economic research on modeling the future of the carbon offset
market

. | hope to do international sustainable volunteering once |

graduate college

This is the logo of Fulbright, one of the organizations that | might volunteer through.
(https://www.facebook.com/fulbright/)

Recommendations for Future EARTHDAY.ORG Interns

. The internship is remote which means that to excel, students
should have strong time management, organization, and
communication skills

. Due to the nature of the organization, interns often have to
take on new initiatives and shift gears, so being flexible is key
. Future interns should be proactive with their work as things

can adjust last-minute

Challenges

Balancing Two Part Time Experiences

. It was difficult staying organized at first while conducting
research and interning for EARTHDAY.ORG simultaneously at first

. Separate calendar, master weekly check list, daily check list

. Communicating effectively with both supervisors is key

This photo was taken of an EARTHDAY.ORG volunteer in Cape Town, South Africa during
a reforestation campaign. (https://www.earthday.org/campaign/the-canopy-project-
capetown/)
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