Syllabus

ENR 2400 Citizenship Across the Rural-Urban Divide

Course Information

e Course times and location: Page Hall 10, Mondays and Wednesdays, 12:45 p.m.-
2:05 p.m.

e Credit hours: 3
e Mode of delivery: In Person

Instructor

e Name: Heather Downey, M.S.
e Email: downey.302@osu.edu
e Office location: 316C Kottman Hall

o Office hours: Mondays from 2:10pm - 3:00pm in the 2" floor lounge of Page Hall or by
appointment in 316C Kottman Hall.

e Preferred means of communication:

o My preferred method of communication for questions is CarmenCanvas
messages.

o My class-wide communications will be sent through the Announcements tool in
CarmenCanvas. Please check your notification preferences (go.osu.edu/canvas-
notifications) to be sure you receive these messages.

Course Description

We are increasingly living in a world where viewpoints on critical agricultural and
environmental issues are shaped and divided by the roles and interests of those engaged in
them, practitioners, regulators, researchers, and advocates. This course presents citizenship
as both a social institution and a personal status that connects individuals to society and
influences the development and maintenance of community institutions and civic engagement.

We will examine how relationships among people are shaped by the types of communities they
live in, rural, suburban, or urban. This community continuum influences ideas about
environmental issues and how perceptions of rights and responsibilities affect citizen action.
The course explores how these aspects of society vary in everyday life across different
community settings.
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You are encouraged to identify and understand how varied experiences influence perceptions
and solutions for local and global agricultural and environmental challenges. Through the
lenses of agriculture and environment in rural and urban contexts, you will explore how ideas
of citizenship develop and evolve, how citizenship concepts frame agricultural and
environmental issues, and how these ideas affect the approaches individuals and communities
take to address problems. You will begin to understand the interconnections between
environmental perspectives, citizenship experiences, and actions taken.

The course consists of three major sections:

1. Describing the history and development of citizenship and the citizen concept and
understanding how these shape access to rights and responsibilities.

2. Understanding community institutions and exploring how they shape civic engagement,
along with learning social science concepts relevant to agricultural and environmental
issues.

3. Applying course concepts to specific agricultural and environmental issues.

Throughout the semester, you will engage in discussions, readings, case studies, and
presentations. We will examine issues nationally, globally, and within Ohio.

You will be equipped to navigate rural/urban and agricultural/environmental issues by building
connections across varied perspectives and learning to consider multiple sides of local and
global challenges. This skill will be developed through exposure to diverse viewpoints and
structured activities.

Course Learning Outcomes

e Explain key concepts of global and local citizenship and their relevance to
environmental and social issues. (GE Theme Goal 1, ELO 1.1)

e Develop a personal understanding of citizenship and ecological identity through
reflection on your own experiences, values, and connection to place, with the goal of
deepening your sense of responsibility and belonging in the world. (GE Theme Goal 2,
ELO2.1&22)

e Connect theories of citizenship to real-world examples of civic engagement and
community formation in rural and urban settings. (GE Theme Goal 1, ELO 1.2; GE
General Goal 2, ELO 2.1)
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o Evaluate the role of institutions and identities in enabling or constraining participation in
environmental problem-solving. (GE Theme Goal 2, ELO 2.2; GE General Goal 1, ELO
1.2)

e Demonstrate an increased commitment to civic and environmental responsibility,
recognizing the value of inclusive and sustainable practices. (GE Theme Goal 2, ELO
2.2; GE General Goal 2, ELO 2.2)

e Develop strategies for continued civic engagement and learning, including how to
navigate and influence citizenship institutions. (GE General Goal 2, ELO 2.2)

General Education Expected Learning Goals and
Outcomes

This course fulfills the requirement for the General Education category “Citizenship for a Just
and Diverse World.” The General Education program has several general goals and
associated expected learning outcomes (ELOs). These goals and ELOs are listed next.

Goals:

1. Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and in-depth
level than in the Foundations component.

2. Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making connections to out-of-
classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work they
have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future.

3. Successful students will explore and analyze a range of perspectives on local, national, or
global citizenship and apply the knowledge, skills, and dispositions that constitute citizenship.

4. Successful students will examine notions of justice amid difference and analyze and critique
how these interact with historically and socially constructed ideas of citizenship and
membership within society, both within the United States and around the world.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1.1. Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme.

1.2 Engage in advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme.

2.1. Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme.

2.2. Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment,
and creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts.
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3.1. Describe and analyze a range of perspectives on what constitutes citizenship and how it
differs across political, cultural, national, global, and/or historical communities.

3.2. |dentify, reflect on, and apply the knowledge, skills, and dispositions required for
intercultural competence as a global citizen.

4.1. Examine, critique, and evaluate various expressions and implications of diversity, equity,
and inclusion, and explore a variety of lived experiences.

4.2. Analyze and critique the intersection of concepts of justice, difference, citizenship, and
how these interact with cultural traditions, structures of power, and/or advocacy for social
change.
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How This Course Works

This course meets in person twice per week. Class time will include lecture material,
presentation and discussion of ideas and concepts, and work in small groups. Films, videos,
and guest presentations will also be used to enhance learning. Students are expected to
attend class each week during the scheduled meeting sessions.

Attendance and participation requirements: Research shows regular participation is one of
the highest predictors of success. With that in mind, | have the following expectations for
everyone’s participation:

e Participating in online assignments (Annotations, Quizzes): at least twice per
week
You are expected to log in to the course in Carmen every week. During most weeks you
will probably log in many times. If you have a situation that might cause you to miss an
entire week of class, discuss it with me as soon as possible. In the case of emergency
or iliness, contact the instructor as soon as possible to discuss possible
accommodations at the discretion of the instructor and with appropriate documentation.

e Attending in class sessions: two times per week
Attendance during in class sessions.

o Office hours: optional

Credit hours and work expectations: This is a 3 credit-hour course. According to Ohio State
bylaws on instruction (go.osu.edu/credithours), students should expect around 3 hours per
week of time spent on direct instruction (lecture and in-class activities) in addition to 6 hours of
homework (readings, annotations, and quizzes).
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Course Materials, Fees and Technologies

Required Materials and/or Technologies

e We will be using the book, Environment and Citizenship, 1 edition, by Benito Cao, 1-
290. 10.4324/9780203084335, available in print and electronically through the OSU
Libraries.

e Online Access here an additional link to the textbook can be found in Carmen on the
Syllabus page.

e New and used copies of the textbook can also be purchased at the university bookstore
or online.

e Additional readings, videos, and other materials will be posted on Carmen.

Requwed Equipment

Computer: current Mac (MacOS) or PC (Windows 10) with high-speed internet
connection.

e Webcam: built-in or external webcam, fully installed and tested
e Microphone: built-in laptop or tablet mic or external microphone
e Other: a mobile device (smartphone or tablet) to use for BuckeyePass authentication

If you do not have access to the technology you need to succeed in this class, review options
for technology and internet access (go.osu.edu/student-tech-access).

Required Software

Microsoft Office 365: All Ohio State students are now eligible for free Microsoft Office 365.
Visit the installing Office 365 (go.osu.edu/office365help) help article for full instructions.

CarmenCanvas Access

You will need to use BuckeyePass (buckeyepass.osu.edu) multi-factor authentication to
access your courses in Carmen. To ensure that you are able to connect to Carmen at all times,
it is recommended that you do each of the following:

e Register multiple devices in case something happens to your primary device.
Information can be found at BuckeyePass (buckeyepass.osu.edu).

e Users will only receive one SMS passcode at a time. Using the “Trust Browser” feature
on a user’s first authentication log in of the day will allow the user to bypass the need for
another passcode for 24 hours.

e |Install the Duo Mobile application on all of your registered devices for the ability to
generate one-time codes in the event that you lose cell, data, or Wi-Fi service.
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If none of these options will meet the needs of your situation, you can contact the IT Service
Desk at 614-688-4357 (HELP) and IT support staff will work out a solution with you.

Technology Skills Needed for This Course

Basic computer and web-browsing skills
e Navigating CarmenCanvas (go.osu.edu/canvasstudent)
e CarmenZoom virtual meetings (go.osu.edu/zoom-meetings)

e Recording a slide presentation with audio narration and recording, editing and uploading
video (go.osu.edu/video-assignment-guide)

Technology Support

For help with your password, university email, CarmenCanvas, or any other technology issues,
questions or requests, contact the IT Service Desk, which offers 24-hour support, seven days
a week.

e Self Service and Chat: go.osu.edu/it
e Phone: 614-688-4357 (HELP)
e Email: servicedesk@osu.edu
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Grading and Faculty Response

How Your Grade is Calculated

Assignment Category Percentage
Challenges (5) 50%
Quizzes (12) 20%
Annotations (12) 10%

Class Activities 10%
Attendance 10%

Total 100%

See Course Schedule, due dates for Challenges will be posted in CarmenCanvas.

Descriptions of Major Course Assignments

Reading Annotations

To help you stay on top of the reading, engage more actively with the material, and get the
most out of the course, we’ll be using a tool called Hypothesis. It's a social annotation platform
that lets you highlight and comment directly on the readings with your group.

Each week, you'll post 3 annotations based on the prompts provided:

o Atleast 1 must be directly on the text (highlight a passage and respond).

e The other 2 can be either more annotations or replies to your group members’ posts.
These assignments are due before class on Mondays and will be graded for completion, not
correctness. The goal is to create a supportive space where you and your group can explore
the readings together, ask questions, share insights, and build understanding as a team.

Challenges

Throughout the semester, you’ll complete 5 challenges designed to help you connect more
personally with the course content and explore how it relates to your own experiences and
perspectives. These challenges have been carefully selected to encourage self-discovery and
make your learning more hands-on and meaningful.
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Challenges are spaced out across the semester to support your learning without overwhelming
your schedule. One of the challenges will be completed in a group, giving you the opportunity
to collaborate. Instructions for each challenge will be posted in the course modules. Think of
them as a way to experience the course, not just read about it.

Weekly Quizzes
Each week, you’ll complete a short open-note quiz that covers key ideas from the readings,
films, and lectures. These quizzes are designed to help you stay engaged with the material
and check your understanding as we move through the course.
Here’s what you need to know:

e Quizzes are due each Friday by 11:59 PM.

o Quizzes are open-note, so feel free to use your materials, but make sure you’ve done

the work ahead of time so you’re prepared.

These quizzes are meant to support your learning, not stress you out. They’re a great way to
stay on track and make sure you’re picking up the key ideas each week.

In Class Activities and Attendance

Your presence in class matters! Attendance is mandatory and will be taken 14 times
randomly throughout the semester. Attendance counts toward your final grade, so it's
important to be present and engaged.

Throughout the semester, you'll also complete several in-class activities designed to help you
apply course concepts, work with your peers, and deepen your understanding through hands-
on learning. These activities are graded for completion, not correctness—they’re meant to be
engaging, collaborative, and rewarding.

Because these activities are built into the flow of our class sessions, being in class is
essential to participate and earn credit. Think of them as opportunities to explore ideas in real
time, ask questions, and connect the dots between what we’re learning and how it shows up in
the world around us.

Late Assignments

Assignments must be turned in on the day they are due by the designated time. The dropbox
will remain open for 3 days after the deadline for each assignment with a 10% penalty for each
day of late submission. No assignment will be accepted after 3 days in which it is due, unless
documentation of a valid excuse is provided or an alternative due date has been prearranged
with the instructor.

The due date for each assignment is provided on Carmen on the very first day of the
semester to help students plan their semester. It is the responsibility of the student to know
the due date for all assignments. We do this to accommodate students' busy schedules.

Students are expected to plan their semester accordingly. Assignments should always be
completed and/or submitted using Carmen unless otherwise directed by the instructor.
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Use of Generative Al Tools in This Course

This course invites students to reflect deeply on their experiences, values, and connections to
place to cultivate a personal understanding of citizenship and ecological identity. In support of
this goal, students may explore innovative tools and technologies, including generative artificial
intelligence (GenAl), to enhance their learning and expression.

GenAl tools may be used for select assignments, such as brainstorming ideas, organizing
information, or designing presentations. These opportunities will be clearly indicated by the
instructor. However, because many assignments in this course involve personal reflection and
the development of original thought, GenAl use is not permitted on assignments such as
reflective essays, discussion posts, or other tasks where your authentic voice and lived
experience are central.

All written work should represent your own original thinking. If there is reason to believe GenAl
was used on a prohibited assignment, you may be asked to explain your process for
completing the work. Submitting GenAl-generated content as your own original work is
considered a violation of Ohio State’s Academic Integrity policy and Code of Student

Conduct because the work is not your own. Unauthorized use of GenAl tools will result in
referral to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.

GenAl technologies are evolving rapidly. If you have questions about this policy or your use of
GenAl, whether in standalone applications like Microsoft Copilot or embedded in other tools,
please reach out via Carmen messages or email.

Instructor Feedback and Response Time
o Preferred contact method: If you have a question, please contact me first through
CarmenCanvas messages. | check and reply to messages daily Monday-Friday. If you
need to email me directly, please use your OSU email account to send an email to me
at downey.302@osu.edu

e Class announcements: | will send all important class-wide messages through the
Announcements tool in CarmenCanvas. Please check your notification preferences
(go.osu.edu/canvas-notifications) to ensure you receive these messages.

¢ Grading and feedback: Assignments and exams will be graded in a timely manner. You can
typically expect a grade and feedback within 7-10 days. Assignments submitted after the
due date may have reduced feedback and grades may take longer to be posted
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Grading Scale

11

Letter Grade % Mastery

A 93.00-100.0 Met the learning objectives in an excellent manner.

A- 90.00-92.9

B+ 87.00-89.9 Met the learning objectives of the course in an above-
average manner.

B 83.00-86.9

B- 80.00-82.9

C+ 77.00-79.9 Met the learning objectives of the course in an average
manner.

C 73.00-76.9

C- 70.00-72.9

D+ 67.00-69.9 Met the learning objectives of the course in a low but
acceptable manner.

D 60.00-66.9

E 00.00-59.9 Failed to meet the learning objectives of the course.
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Course Schedule

Refer to the CarmenCanvas course for up-to-date due dates.

Module Week Topics, Readings, Assignments
Topic: Welcome & Community Building
Assignments on Carmen:
1 e Discussion: Introducing Ourselves
1 (Aug 25-29) e Annotation 1 (Due: 8/29@11:59pm)
W: Aug 27

In-class Assignments:
e Citizenship Circles

Theme 1: Foundations — Rethinking Citizenship and the Environment

Topic: Environment and Citizenship: The Basics
Readings:
e Cao Chapter 1, Environment and Citizenship

e Aldo Leopold, The Land Ethic

2
> (Sept 1-5) e Robin Wall Kimmerer, Sky Woman Falling
M\;VNgeCltags Assignments on Carmen:
- oep e Annotation 2 (Due: 9/3 @12:45pm)
e Quiz 1 (Due: 9/5 @ 11:59pm)
In-class Assignments:
e Launch Challenge 1 — Place Storytelling
Topic: Exploring Citizenship Theories
Readings:
e Cao Chapter 2, Introducing Citizenship Theories
3 e T.H Marshall, Citizenship and Social Class (1950)
3 (Sept 8-12) | Assignments on Carmen:
M: Sept 8 e Annotation 3 (Due: 9/8@12:45pm)
W: Sept 10

e Quiz 2 (Due: 9/12 @ 11:59pm)

In-class Assignments:
e Citizenship Framework Organizer
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Topic: Place, Belonging & community
Readings:

Robert Putham, Bowling Alone (1995)
Ray Oldenburg, Vanishing Third Places
Setha Low, Why Does Public Space Matter?

4 Assignments on Carmen:
(Sept 15-19) e Annotation 4 (Due: 9/15@12:45pm)
M: Sept 15
W: Sept 17 e Quiz 3 (Due: 9/19 @11:59pm)
In-class Assignments:
e Mapping Your Social Capital
e Designing a Third Place
Topic: Ecological Identity & Ethics
Readings:
e Wendell Berry, The Work of Local Culture
e Robin Wall Kimmerer, The Honorable Harvest
5 . :
(Sept 22-26) e Terry Tempest Williams, Why | Write
M: Sept 22 | Assignments on Carmen:
W: Sept 24 e Annotation 5 (Due: 9/22@12:45pm)
e Quiz 4 (Due: 9/26 @11:59pm)
In-class Assignments:
e Launch Challenge 2 — Ecological Identity
Topic: Theorizing Environmental Citizenship
Readings:
e Cao Chapter 3, Theorizing Environmental Citizenship
6 e Michael Bourban, Ecological Citizenship
(Sept 29 - .
Oct 3) Assignments on Carmen:
M: Sept 29 e Annotation 6 (Due: 9/29@12:45pm)
W: Oct 1

Quiz 5 (Due: 10/3 @11:59pm)

In-class Assignments:

Film — The True Cost
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Theme 2: Practices — Participation, Power and Everyday Life

Topic: Environmental Citizenship in Action
Readings:
e Cao Chapter 4, Environmental Citizenship in Action

. (Oct 67— 10) e Sherry Arnstein, A Ladder of Citizen Participation
M: Oct 6 Assignments on Carmen:
W: Oct 8 e Annotation 7 (Due: 10/6 @12:45pm)
e Quiz 6 (Due: 10/10 @11:59pm)
In-class Assignments:
Topic: Food and Agrarian Citizenship
Readings:
e Cao Chapter 4, Past the Posts: Food citizenship and
8 the politics of food (p. 133-140)
(Oct 13 — e Wendell Berry, The Pleasure of Eating
8 _ 17) Assignments on Carmen:
\')"V-_ 821 12 e Annotation 8 (Due: 10/13@12:45pm)
' e Quiz 7 (Due: 10/17 @11:59pm)
In-class Assignments:
e Launch Challenge 3 - Foodprint
Topic: Governing the Environment and the Citizen
Readings:
9 e (Cao Chapter 5, Governing Environmental Citizenship
(Oct 20 — | Assignments on Carmen:
9 24) e Annotation 9 (Due: 10/20@12:45pm)
M: Oct 20 :
W: Oct 22 e Quiz 8 (Due: 10/24@11:59pm)
In-class Assignments:
e Film — The Rights of Nature: A Global Movement
10 Topic: Rights of Nature
(Oct 27 — | Readings:
10 31) e Rattan Lal, Rights of Soil
\'>/|V.- 82’; 3579 e O’Donnell and Talbot Jones, Creating Legal Rights for

Rivers
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e Robin Wall Kimmerer, Maple Nation: A Citizenship
Guide

Assignments on Carmen:
e Annotation 10 (Due:10/27@12:45pm)

e Quiz 9 (Due: 10/31 @11:59pm — )

In-class Assignments:
e Possible Guest Speaker

e Launch Challenge 4 — Rights of Nature Ordinance
(group)

Topic: Corporate Environmental Citizenship and Community
Impact
Readings:

e Cao Chapter 6, Environmental Citizenship Incorporated

11 e News Article about Intel and Amazon in Ohio
11 (Nov 3-7) , _
M: Nov3 | Assignments on Carmen:
W: Nov 5 e Annotation 11 (Due: 11/3@12:45pm)
e Quiz 10 (Due: 11/7@11:59pm)
In-class Assignments:
e Possible Guest Speaker
Theme 3: Futures — Imagining Sustainable Communities
Topic: Envisioning the Future
12 No Readings this week — Y& AH!
12 (Nov 10-14) | In-class Assignments:
M: Nov 10 e Film: 2040
W: Nov 12
ov e Case Studies: Urban and Rural Solutions in Action
Topic: Cultivating Change: Food, Labor and Farming
Reading/Media:
13 e TED Talk: Leah Penniman, Farming While Black
13 (IIII/I(:)\I/\IZ)Z/?;) o H-2A Agricultural Workers in Ohio
W: Nov 19 | Assignments on Carmen:

e Annotation 12 (Due: 11/17@12:45pm)
e Quiz 11 (Due: 11/21 @11:59pm)
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In-class Assignments:
e Film: Common Ground

14 :
. No Readings
Tha\r;\l;:g;(vmg (IIII/I(')\I/\I?)?/_SA?) Assignment on Carmen/ In-class Assignments:
- Film: Other Side of the Hill
W: No Class
Topic: Practicing Citizenship Through Environmental Action
Readings:
e Cao Chapter 7, Learning Environmental Citizenship
(De2;51 _5) Assignments on Carmen:
15 M: Dec 1 e Quiz 12 (Due: 12/5 @11:59pm)

W: Dec 3 In-class Assignments:
e Green Citizen Awards

e Launch Challenge 5 - Reflection

16
(Dec 8-12) Group Presentations, Reflection and Celebration
M: Dec 8
W: Dec 10

16

University Policies and Statements

Students are responsible for reviewing university-wide syllabus statements, which cover a
range of important policies and resources. Please refer to the following links for full and up to
date details.

e University Statements and Policies: https://ugeducation.osu.edu/academics/syllabus-
policies-statements/standard-syllabus-statements

e Additional Statements: https://ugeducation.osu.edu/academics/syllabus-policies-
statements/optional-syllabus-statements

CFAES Principals of Community
In addition, this course adheres to The Principles of Community adopted by the College of Food,
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences. These principles can be found
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at https://cfaes.osu.edu/about/cfaes-principles-community. If you have been a victim of or a witness to
harassment or discrimination or a bias incident, you can report it online and anonymously (if you choose)
at https://civilrights.osu.edu/.
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