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Description 

Welcome to society and natural resources! I am looking forward to exploring the world of environmental 
social sciences with you this semester. This course provides an introduction to the interactions between 
humans, natural resources, and ecosystems, from a social science perspective.  The course is designed around 
the following learning goals and objectives. 

General Information 

Contacting Professor about Questions/Concerns 

My “office hours” are the last 5-10 minutes of every class, which I leave open for people to approach me with their 
questions or concerns. I’d be happy to meet with you at another time if you prefer. Please email me at 
(ard.7@osu.edu) to set up an appointment.  

Readings 

All readings will be provided for you on Carmen. 

Assignment Schedule  

All assignments are turned in on Carmen. All due dates are at 11:59pm of the noted day. No late assignments 
without a doctor’s note will be accepted- no exceptions. If you miss an assignment you will be able to earn 
extra credit points from Kahoot quizzes given in class. Please download the following free app to your 
ipads/iphones (kahoot.it). If you do not have one of these devices please let me know ahead of time and we 
will make arrangements. There will be 20 possible points given via Kahoot. If you are not there when the extra 
credit quiz is given you cannot make it up without a doctor’s note. All exams are held in class and worth 100 
points (50 questions). You will be given a scantron on the day of the test but please bring a #2 pencil. 
Information on your poster and the poster symposium will be given in class.  

Due Date Assignment  In-class/Out of Class Points  

Jan 10 Testing a Social Norm Out of Class 5 

Jan 15 Bias Bingo In Class 5 

Jan 28 Response to Race the power of an Illusion Out of Class 10 

Jan 29 Conservationists & Preservationists In Class 5 

Feb 5 Exam I In Class 100 

Feb 7 Tragedy of the Commons In Class 5 

Feb 14 Political Donations In Class 5 

Feb 19 Social Mapper In Class 5 

Feb 28 Poster Title, Abstract & 10 References Out of Class 10 

March 4 Response to Wicked Problem- Fracking  Out of Class 10 

March 7 Exam II In Class 100 

March 19 Draft Poster Due Out of Class 15 

March 21 Media Bias In Class 5 

April 1 Response to Food System  Out of Class 10 

April 4 Psychology of Nature In Class 5 

April 9 Toxics In Class 5 

April 15 Poster Symposium Participation  In Class 100 

April 29 10am-11:45am Exam III In Class 100 

  Total Points 400 

https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Kottman%20Hall%20103&source=calendar
mailto:ard.7@osu.edu
http://kahoot.it/
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   Lecture  Topics Covered 

T 8-Jan  Introductions   

R 10-Jan 
In
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 Socialization Culture and our biases   

T 15-Jan Coupled Human And Natural Systems (CHANS) Geographic Luck 

R 17-Jan Coupled Human And Natural Systems (CHANS) Development of Western Society 

T 22-Jan Coupled Human And Natural Systems (CHANS) Development of America 

R 24-Jan America’s Institutions  Race as a social construction  

T 29-Jan Framing of Nature Conservationists & Preservationists 

R 31-Jan  NO CLASS- STUDY DAY  

T 5-Feb      EXAM I 

T 5-Feb 
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 C
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 Markets & Their Failures Utilitarianism, Corporate Social Responsibility  

R 7-Feb Government & Power   The Corporation   

T 12-Feb Risk Society- Modern Environmental Movement Neoliberalism, Polarization, Climate Change Denier Movement   

R 14-Feb Deindustrialization   Class, Inequality, Economic/Environmental Tradeoff Myth  

T 19-Feb Global Stratification   World Systems Theories, Consumption, Status 

R 21-Feb Toxics-Guest Speaker   

T 26-Feb Wicked Problems  Fracking  

R 28-Feb  NO CLASS- STUDY DAY  

T 5-Mar     EXAM II  

T 19-Mar 

So
ci

al
 M

o
ve

m
e

n
ts

 &
 

G
en

d
er

  

Social movements  Climate Change & Social Vulnerability  

R 21-Mar Social change  Women’s Movement-Example of Social Movement  

T 26-Mar Food System Food deserts to urban agriculture -cool cities 

R 28-Mar Guest Speaker-New Agriculture Movement   

T 2-Apr Environmental Ethics Religious perspectives on the environment & deviance 

R 4-Apr Place attachment Happiness  

T 9-Apr Neighborhood effects Environmental justice, social capital & allostatic load 

R 11-Apr  NO CLASS-WORK ON YOUR POSTERS  

M 15-Apr    POSTER SYMPOSIUM  

T 16-Apr  NO CLASS- STUDY DAY  

R 18-Apr  NO CLASS- STUDY DAY  

M 29-Apr    EXAM III 

 

Accommodation of students with disabilities:    

Any student with a documented disability who may require special 
accommodations should let the instructor know as early in the semester as 
possible to receive effective and timely accommodations.  The office for 
Disability Services (150 Pomerene Hall; 292-3307; 292-0901 TDD) verifies the 
need for accommodations and assists in the development of accommodation 
strategies. 

https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Kottman%20Hall%20103&source=calendar
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Goals: 

This course meets the following General Education (GE) requirement in Social Sciences: Human, Natural, and Economic 
Resources. Students will understand the systematic study of human behavior and cognition; the structure of human 
societies, cultures, and institutions; and the processes by which individuals, groups, and societies interact, communicate, 
and use human, natural, and economic resources. Students understand the theories and methods of social scientific 
inquiry as they apply to the study of the use and distribution of human, natural, and economic resources and decisions 
and policies concerning such resources. Students understand the political, economic, and social trade-offs reflected in 
individual decisions and societal policymaking and enforcement and their similarities and differences across contexts. 

Learning Goals 
Learning Objectives  

 How I know you have reached these goals 

Students will understand the development of the 
concept of nature over time and the cultural 
differences that led to these definitions. 

Be able to explain how and why the idea of nature has 
changed over time in the U.S. 

Students will be able to appreciate how 
socialization shapes people’s values, beliefs, norms 
and behavior towards the environment. 

You will be able to explain what socialization is, how you 
were personally affected by it, how others might be 
affected and how this might shape their perspectives. 

Students should understand the foundational 
theories about how society operates.  

Students should be able to recite the various 
foundational theories (e.g. functionalism, conflict 
theory), and how their underlying values, shape society 
and how we relate to the environment. 

Students will develop their critical thinking skills. 

Students will question ready-made answers and develop 
their own hypotheses and opinions. Students will 
become aware that every explanation presented to them 
was developed in a specific context. 

Students will understand coupled human-
environment systems   

Students will be able to analyze a situation and explain 
how the environment and social world interacted to 
create the current outcome, as well as identify the 
current behaviors that maintain the status quo.  

Student will understand the political and social 
institutions that have led to the current status quo. 

Students will be able to adequately explain the various 
political actors, norms and institutions that undergird the 
current decision making processes related to 
environmental issues. 

Students should be alert to the fact that social 
structure, and important classifications that 
determine our everyday experiences, like race and 
gender, are socially constructed, yet have physical 
ramifications. 

Give examples of when social classifications have 
impacted people’s health and why. 

Student should be able to research and critically 
evaluate proposed solution to, or an (in)action on, 
an environmental problem. 

Students should be able to find a proposed solution to, 
or an (in)action on an environmental issue as well as list 
what the possible barriers the proposal will have to 
overcome to reach the goal of protecting the 
environment. 

 

 

https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Kottman%20Hall%20103&source=calendar
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Expectations and Grades 

Grades:   

If you have any question or concern about a grade you received, I will listen to and consider your point as long 
as you discuss this with me IN PERSON at the NEXT class following the receipt of the grade.  

Letter Grade  Percentage  Letter Grade  Percentage  

A  93-100%  C+ 77-79%  

A-  90-92%  C 73-76%  

B+  87-89%  C- 70-72%  

B  83-86%  D+ 67-69%  

B-  80-82%  D 60-66%  

  E Below 60%  

 

 

Attention & Technology:   

Please do not come to class if you are planning on sleeping or not paying attention. If you are a 
distraction to me or your fellow student, by sleeping, talking, not paying attention, etc. I will ask you 
to leave. No cell phones, surfing the Internet, checking e-mail or Facebook, game playing, or text 
messaging allowed in class.  Any computers used in class must be for class purposes only.  Points will 
be deducted accordingly.   

  

Academic Misconduct:    

For activities of this course, the Code of Student Conduct of The Ohio State University applies. 
Examples of academic misconduct include, but are not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest 
practices in connection with examinations.  Specifically, plagiarism is the representation of 
another’s work or ideas as one’s own, including the unacknowledged word-for-word and/or 
paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another 
person’s ideas.  It also includes submitting substantially the same work to satisfy requirements for 
one course that has been submitted in satisfaction of requirements for another course, without 
permission of the instructor for which the work is being submitted.  Faculty Rule 3335-5-487 will be 
followed in cases of academic misconduct – “Instructors shall report instances of alleged 
academic misconduct to the committee (on academic misconduct).” For more 
information, please refer to:  http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp. 

 

 

https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Kottman%20Hall%20103&source=calendar
http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp
http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp

