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ENR 5480:  INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION & LOCAL PEOPLES  
Spring 2019 

 
Instructor: Jeremy Brooks, Ph.D. 
Office & Hours: Rm 469D  Kottman Hall, by appointment 
email: brooks.719@osu.edu 
phone: 614-292-9787  
Schedule:  W & F  9:35-10:55  KH 460 
 
 
General:  
This course explores interdisciplinary thinking with respect to the contemporary environmental crisis, 
particularly in the developing world. The course begins with, and builds upon, a critical issue in 
conservation – the tension between protected areas of international value and the livelihoods of local 
peoples. The principle challenge facing conservationists is that most biodiversity persists in areas where 
humans live. As such, there are competing interests over land and nature. In this class we will examine the 
complex issues entailed in the conservation of natural resources, and the conflicts that arise between local 
populations, conservationists, and national/international policy makers with respect to prudent natural 
resource use. We will discuss and explore issues pertaining to biodiversity conservation, international 
protected areas, human rights, environmental history and politics, global economic inequities, and 
sustainable development. We will dip into the disciplines of anthropology, ecology, sociology, institutional 
economics, and political science. We will examine the successes and failures in prominent case studies, 
focusing on conservation projects spread across a continuum of preservation and utilization, and top-down 
and community-based initiatives.  As a result, students will learn from real-world cases about the challenges 
facing indigenous peoples seeking rights to nature and their homelands and conservationists seeking 
protection of the earth’s dwindling biological diversity. In this course we will learn about the linkages 
between social, political and economic inequality and the implications for resource use and access. The 
need to consider the desires of a wide range of stakeholders including indigenous populations, NGOs, 
environmental activists, resource managers, scientists, and governments, among many others, is a central 
theme in this course. 
 
 
Objectives: By the end of the course students should be able to: 
 

- Recognize and critically evaluate different perspectives on the reasons for, and degree of 
importance of, conserving biological diversity 

- Examine their own ethics about whether conservation is important and, if so, why and reflect on 
whether, how, and why those ethics have changed throughout the course 

- Appreciate the variation in the way that different cultures perceive and interact with their local 
environment and view the global environment 

- Understand and evaluate different theoretical perspectives and the different analytical scales that 
are used in the debates about conservation 

- Construct scientific arguments to support their perspectives on conservation 
- Identify factors that contribute to the success and failure of conservation projects around the world 
- Construct an argument for what they believe is the “best” approach to achieving conservation goals 

in a given context 
- Explain how the “conservation goals” of groups of stakeholders might differ and why 
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MATERIALS 
 

Main Book: 
- Conservation: Linking Ecology, Economics, and Culture. 2005. Borgerhoff Mulder and Coppolillo. 
 
Articles for Debates/Discussion: 
For some class sessions, there will be required non-text readings. These will be posted on Carmen well in 
advance of when they are required. You will need these readings prior to class to prepare for in-class 
debates and discussions. In some class periods, you will be asked to write a short reflection on the 
materials that have been assigned 
 
Additional Book:  
 
- Conservation is Our Government Now: The Politics of Ecology in Papua New Guinea. 2006. P. West. 

 
 
 

GRADING AND ASSIGNMENTS 
See Main Assignments section on Carmen for additional details for all assignments 

 
1. Two mid-term exams (100pts each)      200     
 
2. Paper 1: People, Parks, Envt. Values      100  
 
3. Paper 2: Critical analysis of Conservation is Our Government Now   100 
 
4. Orangutan conservation game 
 i. Stakeholder backstory       50 
 ii. Mid-game update        25 
 iii. Final game summary and integration of key concepts   50  
 
5. Participation in discussions, debates, reflection writing, and games  70 
 

Undergrad Total  600 points 
 
5A. (For grad students only) Submission of 2 discussion questions for the readings/films assigned for 5 
class periods as in the syllabus (10pts each)     50   
 
       Grad Student Total 650 points 
 
 
Grading Scheme: 
A: 93 – 100% of total points A-: 90-93  
B+: 87-89    B: 83-86  B-:  80-82 
C+: 77-79    C: 73-76  C-: 70-72 
D+: 67-69    D: 63-66  D-:  60-62 
F: < 60  
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Late Assignments: All assignments must be turned in hardcopy to be graded and counted as on time. 
You will also be required to submit a copy to the dropbox on Carmen, but this is solely for your benefit.  
 
You may turn in assignments up to 4 days late (four actual days, not class days, e.g. if the paper is due on 
Wednesday, then Sunday is the last day I will accept a paper). However, you will lose a full letter grade 
for each day it is late.  You must have a documented excuse prior to the assignment due date for me to 
accept a paper after the due date without this penalty.  
 
There are three situations that constitute an "excused absence" from class: 1) students who participate in a 
documented University sanctioned event, 2) students who have a documented death in the family, and 3) 
students who have received documented medical attention for an illness. 
 
If you are having any problems throughout the semester, have any questions, or are just interested in 
talking about environmental issues and sustainability, please don’t hesitate to stop by my office.  

Availability of Accommodations: If you need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, 
you should contact the course instructor during the first week of class so that we can explore potential 
accommodations.  The Office For Disability Services will provide assistance in verifying the need for 
accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the 
Office for Disability Services, you are encouraged to do so. 

A Note on Academic Dishonesty: In the university setting, academic dishonesty is one of the most 
serious offenses a student can commit.  Often the student isn't aware of exactly what constitutes academic 
dishonesty.  Please familiarize yourself with the procedures created by the OSU Committee on Academic 
Misconduct so that you are aware of the penalties and sanctions you face if you cheat or plagiarize: 
(http://oaa.osu.edu/coam.html).  

In addition, here are some basic guidelines on plagiarism, which can have serious 
consequences.  Plagiarism means using someone else's ideas or words (even in a short phrase) without 
indicating where you got them.  If you use someone else's idea, in your own words, you must include a 
citation to indicate where you got the idea.  If you use someone else's words, you must put quotes around 
them and include a citation to indicate where they came from.  Plagiarism includes copying another 
student's paper or ideas 
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COURSE CALENDAR 
 

Lecture Date Topic Reading (chapters refer to 
Borgerhoff Mulder &  
Coppolillo book)  

Assignments Due 

1 W 1/9 Introduction and start of 
course 

  

2 F 1/11 Biodiversity trends and 
threats 

Chapter 1   
 

 

3 W 1/16 Environmental values 
and conservation  

Chapter 1 
Anderson (2015) 

** Graduate student 
discussion questions 
 

4 F 1/18 History of conservation 
and protected areas 

Chapter 2   
 

 

5 W 1/23 Evaluating the 
effectiveness of 
protected areas (PAs)  

  

6 F 1/25 Discussion 1: People and 
protected areas  

Based on assigned readings 
for paper 1 
 

PAPER 1 DUE 
 

7 W 1/30 Guest lecture - 
Conservation biology / 
ecology 

Chapter 3  
 

 

8 F 2/1 Conservation biology / 
ecology 

Chapter 3 
 

 

9 W 2/6 Evolution of 
conservation, 
community integration, 
and contemporary action 

Skim Chapter 10  
Scanlon and Kull (2009) 
Linkie et al. (2008) 
 

 

10 F 2/8 Effectiveness of 
alternatives to PAs 

Brooks et al (2012) 
 

 

11 W 2/13 EXAM 1 
 

 EXAM 1 
 

12 F 2/15 Orangutan game I   

13 W 2/20 Biocultural and 
ecological diversity  

Snodgrass & Tiedje (2008) 
 

 

14 F 2/22 Indigenous peoples and 
conservation 

Chapter 4  
Holt (2005) 

** Graduate student 
discussion questions 

15 W 2/27 Discussion – The role of 
TEK 
 
Orangutan game II 

Becker and Ghimire (2003) 
Foale (2006) 
Gomez et al. (2012) 
Moller et al. (2004) 
 

Stakeholder 
backstory due 

16 F 3/1 Movies and Discussion Watch “Milking the Rhino   
at home – instructions for 
accessing the film are on 
Carmen 
 

** Graduate student 
discussion question on 
Milking the Rhino 
 

17 W 3/6 Grazing game  
 
Orangutan game III 
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18 F 3/8 Conservation and self-
interest I 

Chapter 5 
 

 

-- W 3/13 SPRING 
 

  

-- F 3/15 BREAK 
 

  

19 W 3/20 Book discussion – (first 
half of Conservation is 
our Government now  
 
 
Orangutan game IV 
 

You should have read at 
least half of “Conservation 
is our Government Now” 
(through chapter 3) 
 

** Graduate student 
discussion questions for 
first half of book 
 
Stakeholder update 
due 

20 F 3/22 Conservation and self-
interest II 
 

Chapter 5 
 

 

21 W 3/27 Common pool resources Chapter 6 
 

 

22 F 3/29 Political ecology 
and book discussion on 
remainder of 
Conservation is our 
Government now 

Chapter 7 
Dressler et al (2010) 
 

Paper 2 Due 
 
** Graduate student 
discussion questions for 
second half of 
“Conservation is our 
Government Now” 
 

23 W 4/3 CPRs and social-
ecological systems– 
Bhutan case study  
 

 
Brooks and Tshering (2010) 
 

 

24 F 4/5 Political ecology II and 
Orangutan game V 

  

25 W 4/10 EXAM 2 
 

 EXAM 2 

26 F 4/12 Political ecology III and 
Orangutan game VI 

  

27 W 4/17 Finish Orangutan game  
 

  

28 F 4/19 Class wrap-up and 
discussion 

  

 4/24  Final Orangutan game 
paper due at noon 

 Final paper due at 
noon 

 
 
 


