
RS 3580 SOCIAL GROUPS IN DEVELOPING SOCIETIES 
Syllabus SPRING 2018; M & W – 9:35-10:55 a.m. 

Agricultural Administration 108 

 

Instructor:  Anna Jenderedjian, PhD  

Office:      320A  Kottman Hall 

Email: jenderedjian.1@osu.edu 
 

RS 3580 discusses contemporary struggles and experiences of rural social groups in 
the "Third World" in the context of development and globalization with an emphasis 
on grassroots initiatives and resistance movements. 

It fulfills a General Education (GE) under the “Diversity” and “Social Science” objectives: 

- “students understand the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United 
States and across the world in order to become educated, productive, and principled 
citizens,” 

- “students understand the systematic study of human behavior and cognition; the structure 
of human societies, cultures, and institutions; and the processes by which individuals, 
groups, and societies interact, communicate, and use human, natural, and economic 
resources.” 

Upon completion of RS3580, students are expected to meet the following learning 
objectives:  

Diversity - Global Studies 

 - “understand some of the economic, cultural, infrastructural, socio-political, and other key 
aspects of selected peoples and cultures outside the U.S.” 

-  be able to “recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their own 
attitudes and values as global citizens.” 

Social Science - Individuals and Groups 

- “understand the theories and methods of social scientific inquiry as they apply to the study 
of individuals and groups.” 

- “understand the behavior of individuals, differences and similarities in social and cultural 
contexts of human existence, and the processes by which groups function.” 

- “comprehend and assess individual and group values and their importance in social 
problem solving and policy making.” 

The focus of this course is how rural groups (such as small-scale farmers, rural women, 
indigenous groups, etc.)  around the world are working to achieve sustainability and 

 

Office hours:  M &W immediately 
after the class or by appointment  

 

mailto:jenderedjian.1@osu.edu


justice, strengthen security and sovereignty in the face of challenges and pressures from 
corporations, governments, and elites.   

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 

Goals 

Goal A: be able to understand and discuss the array of expressions and causes of 
"underdevelopment," inequality, poverty, and violation of human rights in developing countries, 
particularly concerning various rural groups;   

Goal B: have an appreciation for the complexity of historical, political, socio-economic, and cultural 
factors leading to the vulnerable status of specific rural groups 

Goal C: be familiar with some mainstream and alternative solutions to rural struggles and 
development priorities 

Goal D: to be able to formulate a research question about a particular group or a contemporary 
development issue, design a study/inquiry plan, and subsequently be able to identify possible 
solutions and challenges 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 1. to explain the differences between the terms "underdevelopment," inequality, poverty, hunger 
and malnutrition, and discrimination, 

2. to determine the array of causes contributing to inequality, poverty, and discrimination, 
specifically in rural contexts, 

3. to understand contemporary global issues and struggles of subsistence and small-scale farmers, 
rural women, migrants, indigenous peoples, pastoralists, fisherfolk in the Global South,  

4. to compare and contrast issues and struggles of subsistence and small-scale farmers, rural 
women, migrants, indigenous peoples, pastoralists, fisherfolk in the Global South with similar 
groups in the Global North (including the United States) 

5. to distinguish between top-down and grassroots approaches and solutions to specific 
contemporary development priorities (agriculture, poverty, hunger and malnutrition, water, 
environmental conservation, human development, violence against women), 

6. to interpret specific issues (e.g. land grabs, foreign development aid priorities, migration, food 
and nutrition security, etc) in relation to relevant historical, economic, and socio-political contexts, 

7. to express feelings and articulate positions regarding issues covered during the course, 

8. to recognize the differences between various development actors (UN, World Bank, WTO, IMF, 
NGOs, CBOs, social movements), including their impact and critique of their approaches, 

9. to apply selected theories on empowerment, consciousness-raising, human development to 
contemporary issues faced by social groups in developing societies, 

10. to compare and contrast key approaches, such as community-based/grassroots action, 
empowerment, consciousness-raising, rights-based approaches, gender mainstreaming, 

11. to identify advantages and limitations of these approaches and theoretical frameworks, 



12. to be ready to apply the principles of action-based research in a potential research project, 

13.to formulate a research question about a particular group or a contemporary development issue,  

14. to design a basic research study plan on a specific community/or issue applying the theoretical 
frameworks or methodological approaches studied during the course. 

15. to demonstrate engagement with the relevant scientific literature,  

16. to give recommendations for solutions and actions based on the knowledge gained, 

17. to demonstrate the possibilities of applying knowledge and skills gained during the course 
(concepts and approaches, familiarity with specific global issues) in a student's chosen field of 
study, current or future service or employment. 

 

Grading and Course Requirements: 

Attendance & in-class participation     14% 
Homework assignment I      7% 
Homework assignment II     7% 
Homework assignment III     7% 
Homework assignment IV     7% 
Homework assignment V     7% 
Homework assignment VI     7% 

 Midterm exam       22% 
 Final exam       22% 
 

Attendance & participation: Your active participation is essential for the success of the course. 
I’ll try my best to accommodate both introverts and extroverts. So expect a mixture of 
discussions, panels, and in-class writing. Each week of your attendance and participation 
counts 1% (0.5 * 2 * 14 = 14%).  For each day you start out with A.  You have one “free” 
absence. 

Absences due to personal emergency or illness:  Please notify me about any emergency so that 
I can work with you to find a solution (e.g., email me before or at the time of missing a class).    

From the OSU Student Health Services:  “If an individual has a significant medical illness or 
injury that will necessitate substantial time off from school, we will provide medical 
documentation at the time of the visit. It is at the discretion of the instructor if work or exams 
missed during an illness can be completed at a later time.” 
https://shs.osu.edu/appointments/absence-excuse/  

Absences due to field trips, conferences, club activities:  If absence is inevitable, then speak to 
me beforehand so that I can give you an excused absence. Or, if you have no other absences, 
you may use this absence as your “freebie.” 

Homework assignments:  You have to submit six homework assignments (HW) approximately 
every two weeks. Each of these six count 7% towards your final grade (6 * 7% = 42%). These 
assignments are aimed to navigate and match your personal experiences, education and career 

https://shs.osu.edu/appointments/absence-excuse/


goals and aspirations with the content of the course. Through these assignments, I invite you to 
explore possibilities of applying the knowledge gained beyond and after this course. The 
assignments include: a mind-map of development actors (HW I), a blog post on a social group 
of your choice (HW II), followed by an annotated bibliography review on the subject (HW III), 
coming up with your policy recommendations for that specific group (HW IV), formulating your 
own research question to study that group based on your aspirations, career and education 
plans (HW V), and finally preparing a study plan (HW VI). Each assignment builds on the 
previous one (e.g., HW II prepares you for HW III) and is connected to the material we will study 
during each two weeks. Your performance in homework assignments is a way for me to check 
how we reach the learning outcomes. You will need to submit the assignments no later than the 
due date in order not to feel overwhelmed or accumulate a lot of work.  Besides, this will help 
you to prepare for the midterm and final exams as you will have to study the course materials in 
smaller and more manageable chunks.  If for any reasons you are not able to submit your 
homework before the deadline, please contact me via email or in person and we will set up an 
alternative due date (usually during the week following the deadline). Submitting the homework 
assignment late without prior notice will result in a deducted grade (5% off per day). 

The details on each assignment will be posted on Carmen/Canvas. 

Midterm and final exams:  We will have two exams during the semester (22% each to your 
final grade = 44%).  The exam format is a mix of multiple choice, short answers, and a short 
essay. The Midterm Exam covers weeks 1-7 and the Final Exam – weeks 8 -14, respectively.  
The final exam is not cumulative.  

There are no make-up exams, but under unusual or pressing circumstances (personal 
emergency or illness), a make-up exam for a missed exam will be scheduled at the instructors’ 
convenience and will not use the same questions as the original exam; makeup exams are 
usually essay format only.  Students are responsible for notifying the instructor of any 
emergency as it arises so that I can work with you to find a solution (e.g., email me before or at 
the time of the exam).  

Laptops, tablets, and cell phone policies: You are free to use laptops and tablets in class as 
long as you do so to consult course materials or look up information relevant to class topics.  
Mobile phones should be turned off or be on a silent mode. No texting or calling during the 
class.  For any emergency calling/texting please leave the classroom.   

The use of laptops, tablets, and cell phones is prohibited during the midterm and final exams.  

Readings & media materials:  

The readings and links for the videos for each class will be uploaded to Carmen/Canvas.  The 
resources will be available at least a week before the scheduled class.  

Syllabus 

Date Content Assignment/Exam Learning 
Outcomes 

Week I  
Monday 1-8  

Introduction to the course and getting 
to know each other 

  



WeekI 
Wednesday 1-10   
 

Overview of global development actors 
and the timeline of development 
approaches  

  

Monday 1-15  no class   
Week II 
Wednesday 1 -
17 

The paradox of hungry farmers HW I. Mind Mapping 
“Global 
Development 
Actors” 

#8 

Week III 
Monday 1-22 

Strategies for food and nutrition 
security: from improving food 
production to food justice 
 
 

  

Week III 
Wednesday1-24   

Radical solution to the current food 
crisis: Food sovereignty and La Via 
Campesina 
  

  

Week IV 
Monday 1-29  

When “aid” does not help: negative 
impacts of market-centered approach 
to development (Structural Adjustment 
Programs) and top-down failure of 
malaria prevention in Africa 
 

  

Week IV 
Wednesday 1-31 

Do we need top-down development 
aid? Globalization, dependency and 
post-development theories 
 
 

HW II. Blog post on 
a social group of 
your choice  

#3,4,6, 7 

Week V  
Monday 2-5 

NGOs as agents of [alternative] 
development  
 
 

  

Week V 
Wednesday 2-7 

Partnerships for development: 
academia – civil society – community 
partnership in Tanzania  
Guest lecture - Joseph Campbell, PhD 

  

Week VI 
Monday 2-12 

Overview of participatory development 
approaches 
 

  

Week VI 
Wednesday 2-14 

Dimensions of grassroots approaches: 
power, empowerment, consciousness 
raising  

HW III: Annotated 
literature review 
about the 
group/issue you 
chose (minimum 5 
papers) 

2,5,6,15 

Week VII 
Monday 2-19 

Exam review: student generated exam 
questions, Q&A 

  

Week VII 
Wednesday 2-21 

Midterm Exam Midterm Exam # 1– 6, 10, 
11 



Week IIX 
Monday 2-26 

Land grabs or investments in large-
scale land acquisitions? 

  

Week IIX 
Wednesday 2-28 

Land grabs and conflicts: role-play 
debate 

HW IV: My 
recommendations 
for a change (based 
on the annotated 
bibliography review 
and your blog post, 
of course you are 
welcome to consult 
more sources!) 

#2,5,7,16 

Week IX 
Monday 3-5 

Capacity building and resilience    

Week IX 
Wednesday 3-7 

Sustainable livelihoods framework   

 Spring break   
Week X 
Monday 3-19 

Management and access to water and 
sanitation   

  

Week X 
Wednesday 3-21 

Water and sanitation: a human right, a 
collective resource, a commodity -   

  

Week XI 
Monday 3-26 

Violence against women and girls as 
an obstacle to development 

  

Week XI 
Wednesday 3-28 

Approaches to women empowerment 
and gender planning 

HW V: Formulating 
a potential research 
question 

# 6,13,17 

Week XII 
Monday  4-2 

A popular anti-poverty approach: But, 
is microcredit the answer? 
Guest lecture –  Prof. Cathy 
Rakowski,PhD 

  

Week XII 
Wednesday  4-4 

Experience from the field: challenges 
of empowering women 
Guest lecture – Kelly Willson 

  

Week XIII 
Monday 4-9 

War, migration and development in 21st 
century 

  

Week XIII 
Wednesday 4-11 

Ways Froward I: Moving forward with 
Sustainable Development Goals  
 
 

  

Week XIV 
Monday 4-16   

Ways Forward II: Linking development 
and human rights  
 

HW VI:  Coming up 
with the research 
plan (what if you are 
really going to travel 
to explore?!) 

#9, 
12,14,16 

Week XIV 
Wednesday, 4-
18 

Ways Forward II: self-organizing 
democratic participation in determining 
social need and ecological possibility -  
Global adaptation of local and 
traditional and reestablishing the link 

  



between producers and consumers:  
Slow Food Movement  
you are welcome to bring some “slow” 
food to share 

Week XV 
Monday, 4- 23 

Review of the study guide for the exam   

Friday, 4-28 Final exam 10 am – 11:45 am in our regular meeting room #1-11 
 

 

 

 

Any cheating on exams or plagiarism on written assignments will result in referral to the Committee 
on Academic Misconduct. “It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to 
investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic 
misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct 
wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in 
connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct 
to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student 
Conduct”  http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/. 

 
Students with disabilities (including mental health, chronic or temporary medical conditions) that 
have been certified by the Office of Student Life Disability Services will be appropriately 
accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office of 
Student Life Disability Services is located in 098 Baker Hall, 113 W. 12th Avenue; telephone 614- 
292-3307, slds@osu.edu; slds.osu.edu. 

 

http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/
mailto:slds@osu.edu
http://slds.osu.edu/

