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Rural Sociology 1500: Intro to Rural Sociology 

 

Summer 2019 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday: 1:30 – 3:05 PM 

Ramseyer Hall, Room 009 
The Ohio State University 

Instructor: Paige Kelly 
 PhD Candidate of Rural Sociology  

 kelly.1193@osu.edu 
 Office Hours: Wednesdays from 12:00-1:15 PM (Heirloom Café in the 

Wexner) and by appointment. 
Course Description: 
As the title of this course (“Introduction to Rural Sociology”) suggests, this class is centered around introducing 
students to key principles and concepts of sociology and rural sociology. The course will be divided into four 
parts: (1) The Study of Sociology and Rural Sociology; (2) The Individual in Society; (3) Structures of Power; 
and (4) Social Change in Rural America. This course is designed to be an interactive experience, and will 
challenge students to recognize social processes, problems, and trends across rural and urban places while 
considering their place in society.  
 
Course Outcomes: 

This course is designed with the following objectives in mind for each student: 
1. Think Sociologically: by being able to explain and appreciate how class, race, gender, and place 

condition social relationships and affect life chances; by being able to evaluate the validity of 
individualistic explanations of social phenomena; as well as by being able to apply the sociological 
imagination to a variety of social problems.  

2. Appreciate Continual Learning: by gaining an understanding of how the sociological (and social 
scientific, more generally) research process works; as well as by applying the research process to their 
own interests and experiences.  

3. Think Critically: by being able to evaluate strengths and weaknesses of different and/or opposing 
perspectives; as well as by assessing the quality of informational sources. 

 
Key Dates: 

• Midterm Exam #1: June 24th   
• Midterm Exam #2: July 12th  
• Final Exam:  July 30th  
• Assignment Due Dates: June 14th, July 1st, July 8th, July 17th 
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Class Community Goals: 
While this class has specific objectives, as a class we can strive for more, such as:  

1. Developing excitement for things you may have once considered boring; 
2. Finding yourself recognizing an “urban bias” in most things you encounter; 
3. Having no regrets about the questions you asked, the relationships you built with your classmates and 

me, or the amount of effort you put into the class.  
No matter the results, we should never regret our efforts.   

4. Others (To Be Discussed in Class)  
 

 
This course meets the following GEC requirements: 

1. Diversity – Social Diversity in the United States 

Goals: Students should understand the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United States 
and across the world in order to become educated, productive, and principled citizens.   
 
Expected Learning Outcomes:  

(a) Students should be able to describe and evaluate the roles of such categories as race and ethnicity, gender 
and sexuality, disability, class, and religion across institutions and cultures in the United States.  

(b) Students should be able to recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values 
regarding appreciation, tolerance, and equality of others.  
 
 

2. Social Sciences – Organizations and Politics 

Goals: Students should understand: the systematic study of human behavior and cognition; the structure of 
human societies, cultures, and institutions; and the processes by which individuals, groups, and societies 
interact, communicate, and use human, natural, and economic resources.  
 
Expected Learning Outcomes:  
(a) Students should understand the theories and methods of social scientific inquiry as they apply to the study 

of organizations and political bodies.  
(b) Students should understand the formation and durability of political, economic and social organizing 

principles and their differences and similarities across contexts.  
(c) Students should be able to comprehend and assess the nature and values of organization and polities, and 

their importance in solving social problems and forming policy.  
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Course Requirements and Grading: 

All class assignments should be submitted on Carmen unless otherwise specified. Each participant in this course 
is expected to complete the following materials:  

1. Attendance and Participation 

What: Regular class attendance is highly recommended. We will frequently participate in class activities and 
discussions. These activities and discussions will usually require brainstorming on a question, completing an 
activity, sharing ideas with small groups and the whole class. You will be “graded” on the activities/discussions 
based on completion of the task. There will be SIX GRADED, RANDOM IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES 
throughout the semester, which will be graded based on your presence in class on those days. You will be 
allowed to be absent for 1 of these activities without losing points.  

Why: People who skip class do not do well. They miss crucial discussions and opportunities to apply and build 
knowledge. Discussing with peers and/or participating in class activities will ensure that you are learning the 
necessary material to do well in this course, as well as help you formulate opinions about the material we are 
learning/discussing in class. Be in class.  

When: Every Class Period. 

2. Readings 

What: We will utilize a textbook along with supplemental readings that will be posted to Carmen. The 
textbook will be available on reserve at Thompson Library.  

 Introduction to Sociology (Edition 10) by Anthony Giddens, Mitchell Duneier, Richard Appelbaum, and 
Deborah Carr. 

Why: To enable the use of class time for more interactive learning and discussion-based learning. Completing 
readings allows for us, as a class, to delve deeper into the ideas/concepts  

When: Readings are to be completed before the class period with which they are listed.   

3. Assignments 

What: There will be TWO assignments over the course of the 8-week period (One Papers &One Script). 
Papers/scripts will be graded on the bases of: (a) incorporation of relevant course concepts; (b) demonstrating 
and incorporating “sociological imagination”; (c) organization and logic; and (d) mechanics of writing (such as 
grammar, citations, and spelling). Additional information about assignments and expectations will be available 
on Carmen and handed out in class.  

Why: These papers are opportunities to develop your “sociological imagination” by applying class concepts 
and material to your own experiences. Additionally, they are an opportunity for me to “check-in” about whether 
you are understanding the key concepts and material from the class before exams.  

When: Assignments are due before class (submitted through Carmen) on: June 14th, July 1st, July 8th, 
             July 15th** 
   (**Last three dates are for various parts of assignment #2).  
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4. Exams 

What: There will be TWO midterm exams, as well as ONE final exam. Exams will consist of multiple-
choice/matching questions and short-answer questions. The first midterm includes everything covered during 
weeks 1-3 of class, the second midterm will include everything covered during weeks 4-6, and the final will 
cover material from weeks 7-8.  

Why: Exams are a means of synthesizing material from the course, and for me to receive feedback on how well 
you understand and can apply the course content. Emphasis will be placed on questions that ask you to apply, 
evaluate, and synthesize arguments/concepts/themes from the lectures and the readings, NOT on your ability to 
memorize facts and random details discussed in lecture and discussions.  

   When:  June 21st, July 12th, and July 30th 

5. Extra Credit 

What: There will be TWO extra credit opportunities for the course. This will entail watching a documentary 
(from listed options) and writing a brief summary paper. Each will be worth 2 additional points (total of 4 extra 
points available). Further information will be posted to Carmen. 

Why: The purpose of this class is to encourage the development of your sociological imagination and critical 
thinking skills. The documentaries that will be available to watch for extra credit build on important themes for 
the course that we will not have the necessary time to cover during class periods.  

When: Due by the last day of class (July 26th) at 5 PM.  

 
Classroom time will primarily focus on elaboration of the assigned reading, application of the key 
concepts with supplemental content provided through lectures or guest presentations. Assignments to be 
completed outside of class will facilitate in-class work. 

 
Grades will be assessed according to student performance on several different assignments. The breakdown of 
each assignment’s weight as a part of the final grade is as follows: 
 

Assignment Points Due Dates 
Midterm Exam #1 40 points June 24th 
Midterm Exam #2 40 points July 12th  
Final Exam 40 points July 30th  
Assignments 60 points (30 points each) See Schedule Below. 
In-Class Activities 20 points (4 points each) Random Dates 
TOTAL 200 points  

 
The minimum percentages to achieve a given grade are as follows: 
93 percent A 77 percent C+ 
90 percent A- 73 percent C 
87 percent B+ 70 percent C- 
83 percent B 67 percent D+ 
80 percent B- 60 percent D 

Less than 60 percent E/F 
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Course Policies:  

Respect and Classroom Etiquette: 
By its nature, any course in sociology focuses on issues that can be controversial, emotional and/or political. There will also 
be a diversity of students in our class. That means there will likely be many perspectives represented in our class. 
Remember: You may have strong, even uncompromising feelings about particular issues. That is terrific! However, in this 
class, there is no room for remarks that show intolerance for the points of view of others, or remarks that are explicitly 
prejudicial to other groups (especially along the lines of race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, disability, etc.). Remember, one 
goal of this course is to learn how to think critically. That means understanding opposite points of view even as you 
hold firm to your own opinions/values/beliefs. I also expect students to use common courtesies such as being on time 
for class, listening without interrupting, and not talking or sleeping during lectures. 

Technology Use in Class: 
USE OF CELL PHONES/TEXTING/SURFING are not appropriate during class. If you choose to make a call or 
have to accept a call, please leave the room quietly. You may use your laptop/IPad for taking notes. However, 
please do not text or browse the internet during class. Cell phones and laptops during exams must be turned off. 

Students with Disabilities: 
ACCESSIBILITY IS A PRIORITY. I will promote universal access to the course, but understand that our own perspectives 
may be limited. We respect your privacy, but want students to feel comfortable discussing suggestions, requirements, or 
improvements that could make a more responsive classroom. We recommend contacting the Disability Services Main 
Office to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students of different abilities.  

Please contact the Disability Services Main Office at 614-292-3307 in Room 098 Baker Hall to coordinate reasonable 
accommodations for students with documented disabilities. Or visit the website of this office at http://www.ods.ohio-
state.edu for more information.  
 
Counseling and Consultation Services:  
As a student you may experience a range of issues that can cause barriers to learning, such as strained relationships, increased 
anxiety, alcohol/drug problems, feeling down, difficulty concentrating and/or lack of motivation. These mental health 
concerns or stressful events may lead to diminished academic performance or reduce a student's ability to participate in daily 
activities.  
 
The Ohio State University offers services to assist you with addressing these and other concerns you may be experiencing.  If 
you or someone you know are suffering from any of the aforementioned conditions, you can learn more about the broad 
range of confidential mental health services available on campus via the Office of Student Life Counseling and Consultation 
Services (CCS) by visiting ccs.osu.edu or calling 614-292- 5766. CCS is located on the 4th Floor of the Younkin Success 
Center and 4th Floor of the PAES Building. 24 hour emergency help is also available through the National 24/7 Prevention 
Hotline at 1-800-273-TALK or at suicidepreventionlifeline.org 
 
Title IX: 
Title IX is a portion of the United States Education Amendments of 1972, Public Law No. 92-318, 86 Stat. 235 (June 23, 
1972), codified at 20 U.S.C. Section 1681-1688. It was renamed the Patsy Mink Equal Opportunity in Education Act in 2002. 
It states (in part) that: No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied 
the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity receiving federal financial 
assistance. 
 
Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses subject to the same 
kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected categories (e.g., race). If you 
or someone you know has been sexually harassed or assaulted, you may find the appropriate resources at http://titleix.osu.edu 
or by contacting the Ohio State Title IX Coordinator, Kellie Brennan, at titleix@osu.edu 
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Academic Misconduct:  
For all assignments for this course, the Code of Student Conduct of The Ohio State University applies. Academic misconduct 
is defined as any activity that compromises the academic integrity of the university or subverts the educational goals of this 
course, including plagiarism. Specifically, plagiarism is the representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own, including 
the unacknowledged word-for-word and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged 
use of another person’s ideas. It also includes submitting substantially the same work to satisfy requirements for one course 
that has been submitted in satisfaction of requirements for another course, without permission of the instructor of the course 
for which the work is being submitted. 
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the 
investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term "academic misconduct" includes all forms of 
student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest 
practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the 
committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct at 
http://studentconduct.osu.edu 

         Expectations of Me: 
While it is important to treat the syllabus as a contract, I may make minor changes as necessary or based on your 
suggestions. It is nonetheless vital that you read the entire syllabus. So, when you read this line, please send me an email 
noting that you read the syllabus (if completed before the end of the first week, I will give you a bonus point). Additionally, 
I will do my best to respond to emails within 48 hours and to promptly return your work. Finally, I am always happy to 
discuss the class as well as your future plans, current research, or other topics!  
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Course Schedule: 
Below is a tentative course schedule. Depending on the nature of class discussion we may want additional time for specific 
topics. While I have the right to shift things in the syllabus, I will provide an updated syllabus on Carmen throughout the 
semester that adequately represents these changes. Additionally, assignment and exam due dates will not change.  

Dates Subject(s) Readings, Assignments, and Due Dates 

PART I: THE STUDY OF SOCIOLOGY AND RURAL SOCIOLOGY 

Week 1 Introduction to Sociology and Rural Sociology  

June 5 Class Introductions,  
Syllabus Review, and  
What is Sociology? 

Reading: Introduction to Sociology, Chapter 1 
(Focus on pp. 3-10). 

June 7 What is Rural Society?  
What is Rural Sociology? 

Reading: “Overview of Rural America: Past, 
Present, and Future.” (on Carmen). 

Supplemental Reading: Lichter and Brown 
2011, “Rural America in an Urban Society.” 

Assignment #1 Handed Out 

Week 2 Sociological Theory and Methods   

June 10 Science, Social Science, and 
Sociological Imagination 

Reading: “You’re All Sociologists!” Podcast  

 

June 12 The Big Three and  
Theories of Social Change 

Reading: Introduction to Sociology, Chapter 1 
(Focus on pp. 10-25).  

Supplemental Reading: “Three Schools of 
Thought” Podcast 

June 14 Research Methods Reading: Introduction to Sociology,  
                Chapter 2 

Assignment #1 DUE 

PART II: THE INDIVIDUAL IN SOCIETY 

Week 3 Culture and Socialization  

June 17 Culture and Society Reading: Introduction to Sociology, Chapter 3  
(Focus on pp. 53-75). 

 

June 19 Socialization  Reading: Introduction to Sociology, Chapter 4 
(Focus on pp. 86-101). 

June 21 Social Interactions  Reading: Introduction to Sociology, Chapter 5 
(Focus on pp. 112-126). 



Summer 2019 Page 8 
 

Week 4 Social Groups & Crime  

June 24 EXAM #1 (IN-CLASS) Assignment #2, Pt. 1 Handed Out 

June 26 Social Groups, Networks, and 
Organizations 

Reading: Introduction to Sociology, Chapter 6 
(Focus on pp. 138-154). 

June 28 Introduction to Criminology: 
Theories of Crime and Deviance 

Reading: Introduction to Sociology, Chapter 7.  

Supplemental Reading: “Left Handed Devils: 
The Social Construction of Crime” Podcast 

PART III. STRUCTURES OF POWER 

Week 5 Stratification, Class, and Inequality 

July 1 Stratification and Inequality Reading: Introduction to Sociology, Chapter 8 

Assignment #2, Pt. 1 DUE 

Assignment #2, Pt. 2 Handed Out 

July 3 Introduction to Poverty Reading: Introduction to Sociology, Chapter 8 

Supplemental Reading: Gurley, Lauren. 
(2016). “Who’s Afraid of Rural Poverty? The 
Story Behind America’s Invisible Poor”. 

July 5 

HAPPY 4th OF JULY! 

Week 6 Gender Inequality and Race/Ethnicity 

July 8 Gender Inequality Reading: Introduction to Sociology, Chapter 10 

Assignment #2, pt. 2 DUE  
(PEER REVIEW IN CLASS) 

July 10 Race and Ethnicity Reading: Introduction to Sociology, Chapter 11 

Supplemental Reading: “Made in America” 
Podcast, Seeing White, pt. 3 

 

July 12 EXAM #2 (IN-CLASS)  
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PART IV: SOCIAL CHANGE IN RURAL AMERICA 

Week 7 Rural Population Change and Well-Being   

July 15 Population Change in  
Rural North America 
 

Reading: David Brown, “Rural Population 
Change in Social Context” in Rural America in 
a Globalizing World.  

Recording Times Opened for Sign-Up  
Assignment 2, pt. 3 DUE 

July 17 Community and Quality of Life Reading: Cornelia Flora and Jan Flora, “The 
Rural Landscape and the Importance of Place.” 
in Rural Communities: Legacy and Change.  

 

July 19 Introduction to Spatial Inequality Reading: Linda Lobao, “Economic Change, 
Structural Forces, and Rural America: Shifting 
Fortunes across Communities” in Rural 
America in a Globalizing World.  
 

Week 8 Environment and Agriculture 

July 22 Sociology of Food and 
Agriculture 

Reading: Michael Carolan, “Introduction” in 
The Sociology of Food and Agriculture.  

July 24 Sustainable Food Movements Reading: Bill McKibben, Deep Economy, 
Chapter 2.  

July 26 Environmental Sociology and 
Environmental Justice 

Reading: “The Sociological Imagination in a 
Time of Climate Change” by Kari Marie 
Norgaard. 

 “Love Canal” by Center for Health, 
Environment and Justice 

July 30 
 

FINAL EXAM  

 


